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CHAP. I. 


THE GIFTS. 


In Schiras, the capital of Perſia, 
reſided two powerful families, who 
had long been rivals for the ſmiles of 
the Sultan. The command of ar- 
mies, and the firſt places in the coun- 
vol. 1. B cil, 
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cil, were objects that continually exci- 
ted the conteſts of ambition. The 
heads of theſe illuſtrious families had 
each married a daughter of the 
Mufti. | 


In thus ſettling his children, that 
venerable perſonage not only had in 
view the advantages of rank and for- 
tune, but he at the ſame time hoped, 
by this means, to put an end to the 
diſſentions which had ſo long divided 
the court. His ſchemes ſucceeded: 
the Sultan was better ſerved, and his 
| favours, by being equally diſtributed, 

ſtruck at the root of the {ſpreading 

envy. Shiridan, one of the Mufti's 
Tote . 3 nie 
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Tons-in-law, was governor of the capi- 
tal; the other, Manaſſes, comman- 
ded the ſultan's guard, a poſt which 
gave the latter ready acceſs to his 


maſter's preſence, and with that, un- 


limited authority. 


Several years elapſed without giv- 
ing the Mufti the ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing his progeny extended. Anxious 
for ſo deſirable an event, he frequently 
retired to the inmoſt receſſes of the 
Moſque; and proſtrating himſelf on 

the pavement, with hands extended 
towards the eaſt, poured out his invo- 
cations to the Moſt High, and to his 
k | B 2 + prophet, 
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prophet, who dwelleth in the tlird 


heaven. 


One day at his accuſtomed devo- 
tion, he thus addreſſed the prophet: 
* Oh, Mahomet! prince of the faith- 
ful! thou who enjoyeſt the more im- 

mediate preſence of the Deity, what 
have I done, thus to be denied that 
bleſſing ſo profuſely laviſhed on the 
meaneſt of the children of Adam? It 
is ſaid that the ſeed of the prophet 
ſhall be as numerous as the ſand on 
the ſea ſhore; yet I remain as a tree, 


whoſe vital ſap is exhauſted, and 
whoſe root is dried. For forty years 
I have never omitted the daily ablu- 
Fo tions 
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tions thou haſt enjoined, and now, 
when the number of my days is nearly 


run, hear the petition of thy ſervant!” 


His cheeks were bathed with tears, 
and fobs ſeemed to ſtop his reſpiration. 
The Mufti had ſcarcely uttered theſe 
words, before the doom of the Moſque 
ſeemed to open: a flaſh of reſplen- 
dant light darted on his eyes; in the 
midſt of which, veiled in etherial 
veſtments, he perceived a dazzling 
figure, who thus addreſſed him — _ 


« 'Thy prayers have been tranſmit- 
ted by the prophet to the foot of the 
eternal throne, Tt is granted thee-to 
B 3 revive 
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revive in thy children, and thy offspring; 
ſhall exiſt till the Koran ſhall be read 


no more,” 


The doom cloſed, the light diſap- 
peared, and the Mufti remained over- 
come with devout wonder and inex- 
preſſible joy. Proſtrating himſelf, 
he offered up his ſincere thanks to 
God and the prophet. 


At his return, his children were 
ſtruck with the ſatisfaction that reigned 
in their father's countenance. For 
three days he gave himſelf up to joy: 
muſic, dancing, and the moſt ſuperb 
entertainments were given by him, 


in 
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in which not only his own family par- 
took, but the grandees of the empire, 
and even the Sultan himſelf, deigned 


to honor with his preſence the univer- 
ſal hilarity, 


Ilt was not long before the daughters 

of the Mufti announced the comple- 
tion of the prophet's promiſe ; both 
becoming pregnant nearly about the 
ſame time, magnificent preparations 
were made for the approaching occa- 
fion. Whilſt they were in this ſitua- 
tion, the event ſo long deſired, fur- 
niſhed the ſiſters with a conſtant fund 
of converſation. Their offspring had 
been aſſured by the prophet of the 
B 4 greateft 
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| dreateſt and moſt fortunate deſtiny, 


but the particulars of that deſtiny 
was concealed i in the volumes of fate. 


„ wiſh,” ſaid the elder, that 
my ſon may prove the handſomeſt of 
men.” | SY 

And may mine,” faid the young: 
eft, © be the braveſt. 
le will then,” returned the other, 
« reſemble his grandfather,” who was 
Grand Vizier till the age of ninety, 
and whoſe wiſe even at that advanced h 
pen bleſſed him with twins,” f 


Fach family had a ebe dh rh 
who Ry rg at the birth of 
1 their 


% 
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their children, to beſtow on them 
thoſe endowments of mind and body, 


the uſual gifts of that benevolent race 


of beings. 


tt however ſometimes. happened, 


that a malevolent genii arrived firſt, 
when all that could afterwards be 
done, was, to counterbalance, by the 
£ift of other qualities, the unfortu- 
nate influence of the evil genii. Had 
the latter given deformity of perſon, 
the good fairy beſtowed the mental 


qualities of benevolence and tender- 


neſs, and that in ſufficient meaſure to 
obliterate the blemiſhes of counte- 
nance: when pride was the gift, hu- 
EIS manity 
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manity and ſenſibility were its coun- 
terpoiſe. Great art was requiſite on 
thoſe occaſions in the friendly fairy 
to correct the fatal gifts of the inimi- 
cal one ; for which purpoſe ſhe had 
made morality her ſtudy. Thus, 
when at a loſs to reſiſt the unfortu- 
nate gifts of the malevolent genii, ſhe 
ever beſtowed indolence and a volup- 
tuous taſte, thereby to blunt the facul- 
ties; ſo that, in conſequence of this 
wiſe combination, a man, who, from 
the exceſs of his bad qualities would 
have been a monſter, was enabled juſt 
to vegitate amidſt the women of his 


ſeragl'e. 


T he 


* 
2 
2 
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The wife of Shiridan firſt felt the 
pangs which prove mankind the ſons 
of mortality, and may be eſteemed 
the unhappy prelude of the miſeries 
to which human life is ſubject. As 
ſoon as her parturient throws were 
perceptible, the whole family began 
to invoke the prophet, and loudly to 
ſummon the approach of the good 
fairy; but, alas! their ſupplication 
and their cries were ineffectũal, the 
fairy was officiating on a ſimilar occa- 
ſion with the Princeſs of China. 


A noiſe, however, reſembling thun- 
der was inſtantly heard: the evil genii 


flew in at the window, mounted on a 
dragon, 
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dragon, Treating ſulphur and ſmoak. 
« give,“ (cried ſhe) in a menacing 
tone, I give io your child a feeling 
heart, a ſuperior genius, and an unboun- 
ded frankneſs.” At theſe words the 
dragon flapped his wings, and with an 
air of exulting voice the genii diſap- 
peared. 


The family were thunderſtruck, 
and the mother at the fight ſo ter- 
Tified, that ſhe fainted. When the 

recovered, and was informed of what 
the evil genii had pronounced, ſhe 
thanked heaven for the great quali- 
ties beſtowed on her {on, and in this 
| idea 
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idea ſhe was * be {ome 


female relations. 

When the good fairy arrived, who 
had travelled upwards of three thou- 
ſand leagues in a few minutes, „I 
am come too late, (ſaid ſhe) but you 
appear to be very well pleated.” 


They informed her of what had 


been done. 


« Oh! the vile genii,“ ſaid ſhe, 
repeat what ſhe ſaid.” 
AX feeling heart.” —* The wretch!“ 
« A ſuperior genius.” — How infa- 
mous !” 
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„ mmous!” —<« Nothing is now wanting 
but frankneſs.” | 
% Are you not ſatisfied,” deman- 
ded the mother, could the genii 
have beſtowed any thing better? 

« So far from it,” ſaid the fairy, 
that I am in deſpair. Never were 
more misfortunes heaped on one indi- 
* vidual. Alas! (continued ſhe) in 
1 ncoherent ſentences, the time 1s ſhort. 
Well, let him be 7ndolent ; all I can 
now do, to countera& the misfortunes 
that threaten him, is to give leſs ac- 
tion to the fatal qualities with which 

he has been ſo maliciouſly endowed.“ 


_ Having 
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Having faid this, ſhe inſtantly ſet 
off again for India, where ſhe was im 
patiently wiſhed for. 


The wife of Manaſſes preſented 
him with a ſon the following day. 


The protecting fairy arrived in good 


time, and the family were in raptures 


at her early apperance. 


« Your child,” ſaid ſhe, ©« ſhall be 
moderate, his diſpoſition active, his incli- 
nation patient, and his conſlitution 
cold. 


\ 


\ 
\ 


| Manafles 


. — pA — 


16 COUSINS. OF SCHIRAS. 


Mlianaſſes and his wife looked with 
conſternation at one another ; the, 
fairy perceived 1t. 

"I 
„ know very well what I am 


about,” ſaid ſhe, and diſappeared. 


Ee It is a great favour, indeed,” ſaid 


Manaſles, to have been four hundred 
years under the protection of a fairy, 
and gifts like theſe to be the only re- 
ſult, Your fiſter was much better 
treated by the evil genii: her ſon is to, 
be a great man, whilſt our's will grovel 
in the duſt. 5 | 
It is not in the power of mortals, 
| (replied his wife) to underſtand at all 
„ | times 
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times the deſigns of thoſe fairies ; 
they are like men of genius, who, 
from a wiſh to be ſingular, are often 
guilty of extravagance and folly. 


. CHAP. 
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CHAP; NU 


EDUCATION OF THE COUSINS, 


Aravm, the ſon of Shiridan, 
and Salem, the ſon of Manaſſes, were 
early placed in a college of Santons, 
where only the ſons of the firſt no- 
bility were admitted by thoſe lowly 
ſervants of the prophet. FR 
Aladin 
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Aladin applied himſelf but little 
to his ſtudies. He ſpent the princi + 
pal part of his time in the amuſe- 
ments natural to young perſons ; but 
the acuteneſs of his abilities were of 
infinite ſervice to him. Notwith- 
ſtanding his indolence, he ſurpaſſed 
the greateſt number of his companions 
in learning, to the aftoniſhment of his 
maſter. He appeared to be inſpired 
rather than taught : he was beſides of 
an independent ſpirit, conforming 
with difficulty to rules. Every thing 
was to be ebtained from him by gen- 
tleneſs: he was cafily overcome by 
good-nature ; but ill- timed ſeverity, 
or the caprices of authority, irxitated 

| G3 - his 
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his temper, and excited him to revolt. 
In ſhort, his preceptors found him idle, 
intractable, and fond of diſputing. 


Salem ap peared in a very different 
light, both to the ſantons, his maſters, 
and his companions. He ſeemed to 
have no ardour in his mind, nor ac- 
tivity in his ſoul: he was never led 
away by attractive amuſements; on 
the contrary, he applied himſelf aſſi- 
duouſly to his duties, but then, he 


was three days in learning what had 


coſt Aladin only an hour. He did 
not penetrate deeply into the ſenſe of 
what Be learnt, but he remembered 


the purport of it. 
} For 
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For theſe acquirements, however, 
Salem was held up as a pattern to his 
companions by the ſantons: every 
mark of favour was laviſhed upon him 
and if ſometimes they could not re- 
frain from rewarding Aladin, it was 
always accompanied with advice and 


remonſtrance. 


The chief of the ſantons, a man 
deeply verſed in the ſtudy of mora- 
lity, was of a different opinion with 
regard to Aladin, and taking com- 
paſſion on him, „Oh! my ſon,” 
would he fay to him, might I be 
allowed to adviſe - 1t would be to 
hide one half of your underſtanding, 

n but 
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but that is 1 it may aſſiſt 
you in your firſt enterprizes, but how 
will it be poſſible to moderate its fire, 


and only ſuffer its feeble rays to tran- 


ſpire? you will ſoon. be known, hated, 
2nd perſecuted. An elevated genius 
is the moſt fatal. gift the gods can 
beſtow'; we deſpiſe others, and with 
difficulty deſcend to the level of man- 
kind. You have likewiſe a feeling 
heart, that is another misfortune it 


will tbrow in your way a thouſand 


wants, you will not be able to ſatisfy, 


and the ſenſibility you poſſeſs will ag- 
gravate all your miſeries. 


. IP Know- 
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Knowledge and ſenſibility are cer- 
tainly the moſt noble faculties of the 
human mind, yet are they the two 
great ſources of unhappineſs, and 
why ? becauſe there are two · curſes in 
the world, envy and ingratitude. 


Having ſaid this, the vencrable ſan- 


ton with tears embraced his pupil. 


Aladin felt his heart oppreſſed. 
The light which had been thrown on 
the future misfortunes of his lite, 
ſtruck him as a flaſh of lightning, 
and opened tremenduous abyſſes 


around him, which threatened to en- 


gulph every expected happineſs. His 
very ſoul was ſoftened by the affect ion 
C4 2 with 


* 
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with which the ancient ſanton con- 
veyed his admonitions. Tears of 
pleaſure bathed his burning cheeks, 
and hope again took poſſeſſion of his 
heart. * He flattered himſelf he ſhould 
be beloved by thoſe whom he might 
have an opportunity of ſerving. Be- 
ing himſelf open, benevolent, and 
generous, how could he believe others 
unfeeling, ungrateful, and diſſem- 
bling. 

Sad experience alone can give thoſe 
who are naturally virtuous and. open- 
hearted a proper knowledge of the reſt 
of mankind. 
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CHAP. III. 


4A 


THE SULTAN's COURT. 


Tux two couſins, on their returm 

from college, were preſented to the 
Sultan, who received them with his 
_ uſual affability, and they were admitted 

into his fayour. 


The 
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The name of the Sultan, who at 
this time filled the throne of Perſia, 
was Iſkander, to whom the epithet: 
of Feeling had: been © unanimouſly 
given, becauſe he was deep!y affected, 
not only by the miſery of his ſubjects, 1 
but even at the fizht of a diſconten- : 
ted aſpect ; he therefore, as well as his. 
courtiers, ſtudied to keep from his 
preſence every thing that could excite 
an unpleaſant ſenſation. It was not 
however a deeply-rooted {-nfibility 
which obtained for. the Sultan this 
name, had it been fo, it would have 
rendered his throne a very unealy . 
one. It was ſuch an apparent acute- 


neſs of ſenſation as characteriſes the 
| 4 | fair 
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fair ſex, and which they term a vis- 
tue; a kind of tranſcient emotion, 
which, compared to ſenſibility, 1s as a 4 
whim to a real paſſion... 9 


The Sultan had aboliſhed the cuf- 
tom of his predeceſſors with regard to 
figning ſentences of death. It had 
been hitherto thought that the prince 
ſhould not be a judge; but that if 
ever the ſupreme ſanction could be ne- 
ceſſary, it was when the life of a citts 


zen was in queſtion, and it likewiſe 
rendered the judges more circum- 
ſpect when their decrees were laid be- 
fore the ſovereign: in ſhort, that when 
the rigour of the law. exceeded the 

| crime, 
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crime, ſuch circumſtance authoriſed 


the clemency of the prince. 


Iſkander could never bring himſelf 
to ſign the death-warrant of any of 
his ſubjects. A Roman Emperor 
once exclaimed, « Why can I write ©” 
but the Sultan of Perſia ſaid, I will 
wot write.” 


The Academicians had, by the 
moſt pompous diſcourſes, celebrated. 
this rare ſenſibility of the Sultan, No. 
reports cf judgment had conſequently 
been made to him for a conſiderable 
time: terms were even invented to 
keep the word death from the ſove- 


reign's 
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reign's ear, ſo that when he was to be 
informed of the deceaſe of any per- 
ſon, the expreſſion was, * he has made 
your highneſs a preſent of his ſhare 


of exiſtence.” 


The villages in the environs of the 
capital, within the diſtance of a dozen 
miles, were compoſed of habitations, 
where art had endeavoured to imitate 
ruſtic ſimplicity : they were covered 
externally with humble canes, whilſt 
the inſide was decorated with neatneſs, 

and every neceſſary appropriated to 
rural want. 


The 
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The grand treaſurer ſupplied annu- 
ally conſiderable ſums to their em- 
belliſhment, and the caſe of. the inhabi- 
tants. Care was taken, whenever the 


prince directed his excurſions, or paſ- 
ſed on his hunting parties, to preſent 

to his view ſeveral flocks of ſhepherds 
and ſhepherdeſſes, not only neatly - 
but elegantly attired, their crooks or- 


namented with ribbons. They ſome- 
times formed dances to the ſound of 


hautboys and pipes. 


Did the Sultan deſire to enter a 
hut, he found the family at table, 
ſerved with abundance, and he retired, 

+ Joaded with bleſſings; fo that he had 
5 every 
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every reaſon to contemplate the hap- 
pineſs of his ſubjects with delight. 
But notwithſtanding the apparent fe- 
licity of thoſe who reſided near his 
capital, he was. totally ignorant of the _ 
poverty and .miſery reigning in the 
more diſtant parts of his territories. 


In compliance with his diſlike of 
ſeeing unfortunate men, his courtiers 
eaſily perſuaded him to baniſh thoſe 
miniſters whom he thought proper to 
diveſt of their employ. It would 
make them too miſerable,” ſaid they, 


te to remain at your highneſs's court, 
after ſo great a reverſe of fortune, 


where they would find themſelves 
obliged 
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obliged to mix with the crowd, after 
having received the homage of thoſe 
who had held offices under them; and 
thus your highneſs's ſenſibility would 
ſuffer greatly, in having before your 
eyes, men, whom unavoidable circum- 
| ſtances had forced you to deprive of 
the higheſt dignities, or the moſt im- 
portant places. 


Theſe conſiderations induced the 
Sultan to ſend into exile each fallen 
miniſter, whoſe name the courtiers 
never afterwards mentioned, through 
fear of afflicting their monarch. 


Thus 
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Thus the days of Iſkander, owing 
to the tenderneſs of thoſe about him; 
glided on in a continual ſerenity, in 
the midſt of the moſt ſplendid court. 
Entertainment ſucceeded entertain» 
ment, and nothing remained to cloud 
his felicity but the idea of approach- 


His fultanas, of whom he had four, 
endeavoured to diſſipate his melan- 
choly thoughts. The public accounts 
were filled with liſts of men who lived 
to an hundred years and upwards, re- 
. taining all their faculties to the laſt. 
To the moſt extravagant pitch of 
adulation was this defire to pleaſe 

VOL. I. D their 
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their royal maſter carried. Did the 
Sultan loſe his hair, the young people 
of faſhion immediately had their heads 
ſhaved, and invented a kind of dreſs 
which covered the part entirely. His 
ſight beginning to fail, he was obliged 
to wear ſpectacles. The college of 
phyſicians ſoon found out, that, for 
ſome time paſt, the air had poſſeſſed 
a malignant quality, very prejudicial 
to the eyes, and every courtier haſtened 
to provide himſelf ſpectacles. | 


_ Theſe proofs. of his ſubjects' love 
could not fail giving pleaſure to the 
ſovereign. They induced him to 
grant them ſome indulgences not war- 

| ranted 
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ranted by the cuſtoms of Perſia, He 
permitted ladies to attend his court. 
Each individual, according to the law 
of Mahomet, is allowed four legal wives, 
conſequently, every courtier, as it was 
the prince's pleaſure, could bring that 
number to court; an indulgence 
which, till the reign of Iſkander, they 
had never enjoyed. Prior to that, 
they were immured in the Haram 
with the female ſlaves, deſtined for the 
pleaſure of their maſter. 


Iſkander, weary of living in his ſe- 
raglio, deſired a court, and there can 
be no court without women. This 
annovation met with ſtrong oppo- 
D 32 fition, 
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ſition, but principally the chief of the 
Eunuchs ; it being, in his opinion, 
attended with the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences. lt will be impoſſible,” 
| faid he to the Sultan, „to govern 
the kingdom, when women intermix 
with the court; they will be acquain- 
ted with all the ſecrets of the ſeraglio, 
and the divan, hitherto inacceſſible to 
the moſt prying curioſity, will be laid 
open to the public: women will de- 
cide upon every thing there |; being 
moments when men are weak enough 
to refuſe them nothing ; thus each 
night will overturn the plans your 
miniſters have laid during the day. 
Think, then, moſt auguſt prince, of 

that 
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that maxim of the great Coſwes. I | 
am not ſo much afraid of the ſpears of 


the men, as of the diſtaffs of the wo- 
men. 


4 


The Viziers vehemently oppoſed 
the chief of the Eunuchs: they re- 
preſented his advice as ſuſpicious and 
futile, fully proving his arguments 
to be grounded on ſelf-intereſt. 


A young man, who commanded 
the Sultan's guard, eloquently pleaded 
the cauſe of the moſt beautiful part of 
the creation. „Can we,” faid he, 
% advance one ſingle argument, foun- 
ded on juſtice and tenderneſs, (the 
amiable quality of a beloved ſovereign) 

D 3 to 
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to oppoſe the admiſſion of the fair? 
mall we attend to ſophiſtic ſpecula- 


tion, in place of nature and truth? 
ſhall thoſe who adminiſter to our 
pleaſures at home be deprived of an 
equal privilege abroad? I would aſk 
the learned. Eunuch, who is ſo well 
killed in his knowledge of women, 
why, when we are united to them in 
the eye of the law, why they are there 
declared our equals, if they are to be 
treated as ſlaves. But hear his prin- 
cipal argument : © They will govery 
1, ſaid he. Well, and admitting 
they do, is it not preferable to be 
governed by women than Eunuchs.“ 


| ©. The 
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The chief of the Eunuchs, full of 
indignation, retired from the divan ; 


and the youth who had ſo ſucceſsfully. 


pleaded the cauſe of the fair, was ſoon 
after elevated to the * of Grand 


» 


Vizier. | 74 


« 
* : 


The courtiers, to pleaſe the Sultan, 


were not backward to make their 


wives appear with eclat. Places of 
attendance on the Sultanas were crea- 
ted ; but as the ſupport of four wives 
tell heavy upon ſome, it was contrived + 
to aſſign to each a different department 
in their palaces, | 


D 4 One 
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One of the four was called the po- 
litical venife: a brilliant equipage was 
provided for her; ſhe was loaded with: 
jewels, and attended by ſlaves, magni- 
ficently dreſſed. She conſtantly ap- 
peared at court, and was employed 
to ſolicit audiences with the miniſters, 
in order to acquire preferment for 
their huſband. For this ſtation, a 
pretty, rather than a fine ſhowy wo- 
man was choſen ; at the ſame time, 
it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould be endowed. 
with grace, with abuities, and ſome cun- 
ning. She was not required to be very 
young; from twenty: five to thirty 

was conſidered as a proper age: her 

reign laſted ahout ten or twelve years; 


7 = and 
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Ne her huſband having obtained in 
this ſpace of time the wiſhed-for com- 
mands and dignities, her talents were 


no longer required. 


The ſecond wife was kept for en- 
tation, and generally choſen with a 
great deal of perſonal dignity, know- 
ledge of the world, and the art of car- 
rying on a trifling and witty conver- 
ſation. with facility. A good memo- 
ry was requiſite to. retain the names- 
and anecdotes of all thoſe who dined 
at her table, that ſhe might never be 
at a loſs for a ſubject to exerciſe her 
wit on. This perſonage uſually dreſ- 
ſed in a ſuperb ſtile ; yet a few rich 

"CIS dreſles, 
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dreſſes, which commonly laſted ten 
years, were ſufficient for her appear- 


ance at all the court ceremonies where 


her preſence was mdiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary. . "IF 


The third was called the houſe-wife. 
Her perſon was generally large, and her 
complexion ruddy ; ſhe poſſeſſed a 
perfect knowledge of arithmetic, the 
price of proviſions, and the manage- 
ment of family concerns; her dreſs 


was plain and neat. 


The fourth was more particularly 
deſtined for the bed ; her age from 
fixteen to eighteen ; her dreſs a kind 
gf of 


5 

. 
* 
1 1 
VB 


_— 
_ 
7 
= 
= 
"= 
0” 


5 : A 
= 
__ 
_ 


> 
ww 


COUSINS OF SCHIRAS. 43 


of muſlin robe, embroidered with 
fmall gold ſtars; a Perſian girdle 
marked her ſhape; her hair inter- 
mixed with flowers, flowed in natural 


ringlets down to her watft; and a 
{mall black ribbon heightened the 
ſoftneſs of a boſom of alabaſter. No 


great degree of underſtanding was 
neceſſary for this character, where no- 
thing but ingenuity and ſoftneſs was 


required. 


Hkander's court was not without 


intrigues: it was in continual agita- 


tion; each ſociety wanting to name 
a miniſter, or diſplace ſome members 


of the divan; and the women were 
always 
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always the principal wheels in each of 
theſe political conteſts. Men were 
of courle frequently elevated, who had 
the art of making themſelves agree- 
able in company, and of rendering 
themſelves pleaſing to the fair ſex. 


A Mufti was often choſen, who did 
not know ten pages of the Alcoran ; 


2 judge ignorant of law, a miniſter of 


finance. When the capacity of either 
was called in queſtion, the women 
faid, „He is very amiable.” The 
men immediately repeated the ſame, 
and the miniſter who gave way to the 
tears of a woman was held up as a man 
of feeling. 

The 
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The two couſins appeared in court 


while things were in this ſituation, but 
their ſucceſs was very different. 
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CHAP. IV. 


* 
IS - we 
0d 1 


CONDUCT OF THE N COUSINS. | 
mY R 
SaLtm was aſſiduous in his atten- 


dance on the poke circles, 
every deciſion, partook of every a 
ment, was the firſt at the Sultan's 
”_ and at his retiring to reſt, Ac- 
cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to his preſence, the Sultan 


encouraged a familiuity, which had 
the exteriors of favour. ' Every body 
ſpoke well of him ; he created no jea- 
Jouſy ; and his mind, equal and com- 
poſed from its inactivity, appeared to 
offer a general and: flattering conde- 
ſcenſion—following, without intent, 
the tides of favour and of faſhion— 


never zealous in the cauſe of aß 


party, becauſe he had no marked cha- 
rater or ſentiment of his own, 


71 aud more independant in his "2 
ideas, ſhook off the yoke of pre- 
vailing opinion ; he ſought the con- 
verſation of men of ſenſe, and paid his 
court 


: 
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court without ſervility. He was con- 
ſidered as preſumptuous, becauſe he 
gave his opinion; and indiſcreet, be- 
cauſe his natural frankneſs made him 
anxious to find out truth, and com- 
municate it to others. His argu- 
ments were {aid to be light and ſuper- 
ficial, becauſe he was conciſe; and by 
reducing the long diſputations of 
others to plain and ſimple principles, 
foon terminated their diſputes. 


His father, who was paſſionately 


fond of him, and who had folinded on 
him the moſt ſanguine hopes, for the 
aggrandizement of his family, gave 
him _ a conſiderable. part of his for- 


5 tune 
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tune during his life, in order to enable 
him to appear with eclat in the world; 
and an uncle, who had attached him 
ſelf very much to him, left him ſhortly 
after an immenſe inheritance, conſiſt- 
ing, beſides a large ſum of ready mo- 
ney, diamonds, and precious ſtones, 
of ſeveral eſtates, producing a princely 


revenue. 8 


* 


Aladin immediately purchaſed a 
ſuperb palace, and furniſhed it mag- 
nificently. In his ſtables were three 
hundred fine Arabian horſes, whoſe 
accoutrements were of velvet, or ſattin 
embraidered with pearls; the mangers 
were of marble, and the racks of ſandel 
VOL. 1. E wood. 
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wood. He had alſo twenty elephants; 
on one of theſe he uſually was ſeated, 
when he went abroad with ceremony, 
on a ſuperb tower, elegantly ſculp- 
tured ; an enormous peacock of ſolid 
gold, inlaid with variegated brilliants, 
and extended wings, formed a canopy 
to ſhelter him from the fun. | 


In his menagerie were the ſcarceft 
| birds of prey, brought from Mount 
thers, and tigers, wonderfully broken 
for hunting; in thort, his magnificence 


ls 
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His table was ſumptuouſly 'and | 
delicately ſerved, and all the court 


were invited to it by turns. Overithe 
«door of a moſt ſuperb faloon in his 
palace, theſe words of the poet Saady 
were inſcribed in letters of gold, 


= 
«A generous friendſhip every wiſh will ſhare, 
© No ſordid intereſt nor diſtruſt is there. 


— 


As Aladin had not taken to him- 


ſelf either of thoſe wives allowed by 
the law, his haram was filled with the - 


moſt beautiful women Afia could pro- 
duce, who met with none of thoſe re- 
Rraigts uſually annexed to that ſtate. 


E 2 | At 


W 
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At night Aladin frequently retained 


with him a ſmall number of his moſt. | 


intimate friends, opening to them his 
haram | 


In the midſt of a garden, interſper- 
ſed with orange trees, where the fight 
and ſmell were equally gratified by 
the fruit and flowers, appeared a hun- 
dred women, dreſſed in ſnow-white 
muſlin robes; each had her name 
engraved upon a {mall golden _ 
| — to her collar. 


| * hey formed themſelves into dan- 
ces, intermixing the intervolutions of 
ons and repreſenting its effects in 

jealouſy, 
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| jealouſy, reſentment, coyneſs and ten- 
derneſs. Aladin allowed his friends 
to chuſe among thema ſmall num- 
ber only were reſerved for himſelf. - 


It was not depravity of taſte, or 
| libertiniſm of mind, induced him thus 
to give up his women to his friends, he 
was alone actuated by generoſity and 
an averſion to excluſive pleaſure ; he 


could enjoy nothing but in common 
with his friends. When one ap- 
peared to have attached himſelf to a 
particular woman, Aladin ſent her to 
him, magnificently arrayed, and bade 
her ſay, Here is your ſlave whom 
your friend ſends you.” 


E 3 Delicacy, 
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Delicacy, however, always reigned: 
in theſe - entertainments : ſuppers 
were ſerved either in verdant bowers: 
or ſuperb chambers, illuminated by a 
thouſand tapers, perfumed with frank-. 
incenſe and amber. The moſt delici-- 


ous wines were ferved in golden gob- 
lets; and concerts, both vocal and 


inftrumental, tuned the heart to joy 


' CHAP: 
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CHAP. V. 


THE MON. 


Deara cloſed the eyes of Ala- 
din's father, and grief took poſſeſſion 
of his heart: he renounced every 
pleaſure, and ſtudy ſeemed the only 
ſource from. whence he received con- 


ſolation. He converſed with men of 
E 4 letters, 
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letters, and eſpecially foreigners; in- 
quired into the manners of their coun- 
try, their conſtitution, commerce, and 
arts. | 

An old Monk, whoſe travels had 
been extenſive, excited. in particular 
Aladin's attention, He was a man 
to whom fortune had given the ſe- 
vereſt trials; he had alternately met 
with favour and diſgrace, opulence 
and poverty ; having at laſt adopted 
the' habit of a monk, that he might 
lead an independant life, and com- 
. penſate for a life of toil, by e 
8 in a pleaſing inactivity. 
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- His habit commanded reſpect, and 
a few, ſecret remedies for particu- | 
lar complaints - occafionally procured 
him a competence; but to avoid im- 
portunity, he did not often have re- 
courſe. to this expedient. Being with- 
out family, he lived free from care, 
and unconfined by reſtraint. 


He had ſeen a great deal of the 
world, and made more than ordinary 
obſervations on what he had ſeen; he 
deſpiſed mankind—nothing relating 
to them appeared to him worthy either 
of his contempt or admiration 55 he 
contemplated with the ſame eye the 
intrigues of a cabinet or an anti- cham- 

ber. 


| 
| 
| 


4 way? The fact is, the leg is broken, 
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ber. The world was to him a vaſt 
theatre, where it was eaſy to be only 
2 ſpectator: he never uttered a re- 
fle&ron on what might have been done 
in. it, but took men and things ex- 
actly as they were. ö 

« Nothing is ſo ridieulous, and yet 
more common, would he ſay, than 
to exclaim to a man who has juſt. 


| broken his leg, Why did. you leap. 


over that. ditch ? why not go another 


muſt be reſtored, and mn no ar- 
3 Mi 
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He never dictated, though he ſome - 
times adviſed ; he never argued. againſt. 
the paſſions, but. often ** that. 


there were none. 


| Atadla's rare. qualities had not eſcas- 

ped the penetration of ſo enlightened: 
aà man, and had created in him the. 
tendereſt friendſhip. He was pleaſed. 
to ſee his happy difpofition unfold it · 
ſelf, and enjoyed the ſucceſs to which. 
he had often paved the way, by indi- 
rect advice. 


Nothing was foreign to the Monk, 
and the eaſe and elegance of his man- 
ners diſcovered his former rank. Part. 

al 


of the day he paſſed with Aladin, who 
returned his affection with the warm» 
eſt gratitude, and revered him as 
father. 


Aladin had often deſired he would 
make himſelf more particularly known 
to him ; and the Monk had promiſed 
him a recital of his adventures, wait- 
ing only, before he opened himſelf en- 
tirely to him, to be more fully aſſured 
of his friendſhip and diſcretion : for 
to him the warmth of youth was not 
uncommon, and he had not always 
tound prudence its 8 

* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, VL 


REPUBLICS. 


Tur Monk was maſter of ſeveral 
languages, and had made a little ex- 
tract from the beſt authors, forming a 
{mall library of ſeven or eight vo- 
* lumes. 
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lumes. One was on government, in 
'which republics were particularly 
"treated of. Aladin read 'it with the 
greateſt attention. * Ts it poſſible 
there ſhould be ſuch a government?“ 
faid he, having never heard but of 
a government where the ſovereignty 
was ſeated in one perſon, he could not 
eaſily imagine.the practicability of any 


Aladin was eloquent, fond of liber- 
ty, and thirſted after glory. He knew 
that elevation at court was only to be 
obtained by cringing, and that aff 
duity received the reward due o 
merit. What difficulties in his career 

. mult 
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mult not a man meet with, who like 
Aladin could not diſguiſe his 
, thoughts. | N 


Enraptured with the work, which 
repreſented a government where man 
had full employment for his faculties, 
he read it over ſeveral times with avi- 
dity, tranſlated it into the Arabic 
language, adding reflect ions and deduc- 
tions, that, happily for him, were too 
learned to be underſtood by thoſe in 


power. 


% What a government,” ſaid he to 
the Monk, „ muſt that be, where 
man is ſubject only to the laws ? ſhould 


you 
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you not like to be delegated to live in 
a Republic?“ . e 

« Not more than under any other 
government,“ ſaid the Monk, men 
every where defire glory and power. 
J prefer, it is true, one maſter to fifty. 
When was a young man, I ſhould not 
have been ſorry to have lived in a re- 
public, that I might have harangued 
at my eaſe, and claimed attention.” 

ee What,” ſaid Aladin, do you not 
admire a government whoſe principle 
is virtue?“ e 

« Say intereſt,” exclaimed the 
Monk, © in common with every 
other, believe me, the man in ſociety 
will ever prefer ſelf.” SIBLE 135. 1 

1 But 
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65 
es But thoſe men muſt be poſſeſſed 
of more valour ! 2” 
They "oy aſſume it to enhance 
their price.“ | 
gut liberty. 
% Exiſts no where.“ 
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; Aladin could not think with the 
Monk; and he conſidered it as an in- 
cumbent duty to enlighten his On 
countrymen. He had a thoufand 
„copies taken of this tranſlation, on 
the fineſt vellum, embelliſhed with 
ornaments of gold, in exquiſite work- 
manſhip; theſe he cauſed to be diſ- 
tributed amongſt his chief acquaint- 

VOL I, .F 1 
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ance, and the grandees of the em- 
pire. 4 | 
The Sultan and the Grand Vizier 
beard the work confuſedly ſpoken of, 
but did not read it; they had ſome- 
thing elſe to do than to occupy them- 
ſelves with the conſtitution of a coun- 
try, of whoſe very exiſtence 80 were 
| ignorant. * 


CY 
* 7 


« But what does it contain?“ ſaid 
the Sultan one day to the Vizier, 
« you have certainly read it ?” 
„ 
thought the work of a ſerious 
nature,” replied the Sultan. 


« The 
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The ſubject is about a country 
where there is no monarch,” 
" Aye, aye, that 1s very roll Vi- 


zier 1" 

His highneſs then burſt into a fit 
of laughter. The people are ſo- 
vereigns, continued the Vizier :“ and 
the laughter of all the courtiers joined 
that of the monarch. 


This government is called a pub- 


lic thing,“ ſaid Aladin. 


J am only acquainted with par- 


ticular things, ſaid the Sultan with 


a ſneer. 


„What folly,” each ned "ul 4 


the Sultanas* © what does the man 
mean with his public thing?” 


F 2 «] 
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« F am told it is ſenſibly written,” 
{aid the Sultan. It contains ſome 
novelty.“ | * 

« But,” laid * a Grandee, ce irt the 
people are the ſovereign, who goes to 
the levee?” 

That is not a bad . faid 


the Sultan. 


Aladin ſoon got the nick-name of 
Public Thing. The Vizier declared 
him ſyſtematical, and a dangerous 
perſon, who thought it poſſible to live 


without a king. 70 
8 G's \ 


This ſentiment made a great im- 
preſſion on the Sultan, who, from this 
3 time, 
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time, received Aladin with coldneſs. 
The Sultanas followed his example, 
and the courtiers ſhunned him. 


Perſons of ſenſe. it is true, found his 
book intereſting, the tranſlation ele- 
gant, and the remarks curious, Their 


ſuffrage, however, was the only tribute 
Aladin drew from his work, which 
ought to have given him the greateſt 
reputation in Perſia, and to have ob- 
tained for him the ſuperiority over all 
thoſe of his age. 


F 3 CHAP. 
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THE SUCCESS OF MEDIOCRITY: 


ALAN qu quitted the line of poli- 
tics, in which it appeared dangerous 
to interfere, and applied himſelf to 
the Belles Lettres. There is a degree 
of vivacit and warmth, in genius, 
OY. impelling 
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impelling in ſome meaſure to compo- 
ſition, and is to genius what the plea- 
ſure of love is to the ſenſes. 


Hurried on by this impulſe, Aladin 
made verſes, and exerciſed himſelf 
upon philoſophical ſubjects, which he 
knew how to embelliſh with all the 


flowers of a brilliant imagination. 
Some few intimate friends were the 


only perſons he made acquainted with, 
his productions. To thoſe he read 


them over, and eſpecially the Monk, 
who gave him excellent advice; and, 
by judicious remarks, curbed in ſome 
places the irregularity of luxuriant 
fancy, I 5 
894 * His 
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His couſin Salem thought this 
amuſement frivolous, and even dan- 
gerous :- he. could not conceive hom 
a man, of a. certain degree of rank, 
could: deſeend to compoſition; loſing 
that time in making verſes, he ought 
to have employed in the affairs of 
Rate, and the care of his own fortune. 
He fometimes looked upon Aladin 
with a contemptuous ſmile when he- 
found him thus employed. 

Salem is right,” ſaid the Monk. 
he judges by the world and from 
himſelf, andi it is not at all difficult for. 
| himto-gbtain compoſiti6n.” 


4 


Salem's 
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Salem's prudent: reflections were 
foon juſtified. Aladin's works ap- 
peared in the world mutilated and 
interpolated by copyiſts; and as ſoon 
as it was known that he had made 
verſes, ſeveral fatires, attacking the 
principal perſonages about the court, 
not even ſparing the Sultan himſelf, 
1 him. 


9 


A Alias f fiend adviſed him to" 
travel or 15 fie kit time; and Salem came 
to take leave of him. « Did I not- 
tell you, couſin,” ſaid he, that men: 


et our rank ſhould not write. 
| "1% 
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Salem's conduct was very different. 
He was aſſiduous at court, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf in trifles ; he Was 
unccaſingly praiſed, but more from 
abſence of vices than from the good 
qualities he really poſſeſſed. No- 
body was more attentive to etiquette: 
he had two ſecretaries; one for con- 
gratulations, and the other for com- 
pliments of condolence. No intereſt- 
ing eyent happened in any family 
which did not become the ſubject of 
a letter, or the cauſe of a viſit from 
Salem: bis viſits were ſhort; the 
molt agreeable converſatigh not being 
able to detain him for a quarter of an 
hour longer than he had propoſed. 
He 
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He teft thoſe he viſited without re- 
gret, becauſe his ſoul was incapable of 
intereſt or feeling, and httle defirous 
of knowledge. When in company, 

he generally drew one perſon into a 
corner of the room, and converſed 
with him in a low voice : © This me- 
mod has more effe& upon others; 

you do not meet with unexpected 


contradictions, nor diſcloſe promiſcu- 
ouſly your opinions and ſentiments, 
and” ſuch an appearance of myſtery 
gives an air of apparent importance. 


Every thing that was contrary to 
received prejudices, and varied from 


the common routine, was with Salem 
impru- 
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imprudence and temerity. His ex- 
preſſions were always ſyſtematical, and 
applied to thoſe who, quitting the 
common paths, pretended to prin- 
ciple. | 

Salem was good-natured without 
warmth : he would not have com- 
mitted an injuſtice, nor have done any 
harm; but he would encounter no 
hazard in doing good. He loved wo- 
men, but without paſhon, and attach- 
ed himſelf, as by inſtinct, to thoſe of 
rank and credit. The general opinion 
of his diſcretion favoured his ſucceſſes 
in that line; every perſon beheld him 


as a man veried in all the rules of ſo- 
ciety. 
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ciety. He was quitted without fear, 
and retained the friendſhip of thoſe 
from whom he had before received the 


tendereſt proof of love. 


His letters on the ſubject of love 
could never expoſe him; they were 
not of that paſſionate nature which, 
when coolly diſcuſſed, might appear ta. 
border on ridicule : they were not 
thoſe letters where ſenſe is united with 
an effufion of tender ſentiments, where 
the ſoul and character are developed: 
his were like printed forms, ad might 
as well have ſerved any other lover. 
He had ſettled rules for declarations, 


ſucceſſes, and raptures. 
Salem 
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Salem had inſenſibly gained a mark- 
ed aſcendency over the women; 
they eſteemed him, and conſvlted him 
upon the events that happened in 
their families, and the ſteps that were 
to be taken at court. He was ac- 
quainted with all the avenues to ho- 
nor; a crowd of ſubalterns were at- 
tached to him by his condeſcenſion 
and his viſits ; he was minutely verſed 


in the ſtate of public affairs, and was 


not feared by the Vaziers, as he never 
propoſed important innovations, and 


executed every thing with eu 
ane 


He 


— 


| Te N 
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He knew the uniform of every 
regiment, and the mottos of every 
family. The Viziers were aſtoniſhed 
at his exact knowledge of the moſt 
trifling details: he ſometimes propo- 
ſed ſchemes, but always conformable 
to the reigning idea. | 


He one day wrote a voluminous 


memorial on the vetrenchment of a 


tuft, from the uniform of each horſe 


man; and another time proved, with 
a marvellous fund of intelligence, 
that, in the Sultan's cavalry, conſiſt- 
ing of a hundred thouſand men, he 


could make an annual ſaving of four 


thouſand, ſeven hundred, and ſeventy- 
* | four 
4 
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four ſequins, three ſhakees, and two viſ- 
tis, without prejudicing the appearance 
of the troops. He propoſed another 
economical ſcheme, which was adop- 
ted for ſome time: it conſiſted in 
ſhoeing only the fore-feet of the 
horſes. Pa) ME 


Envy was filent, and Salem thus 
glided on with certain progreſs to 
fortune. He was ſo methodical, as to 
| note down every thing he ought to do 
Aa the day, and ſometimes even the 
haeads of a converſation. 


Chance one day had thrown his 
tablets. into the hands of his couſin, 
44 Ag 3 who 
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who read as follows: To-day to 
ſee the V1zier at ten o'clock, and his 
ſecretary at twelve. Not-to fail ſend- 
ing a blue and red parrot to the fa- 
vourite ſlave of the Sultaneſs Fatima, a 
who wiſhed for one of that colour. 
To ſee the Princeſs Cheribi; and not 
to forget to ſpeak to her of the loſs of 
her little dog Ruby, which ſhe regrets 
very much. To ſee the Molak 
Abilick, who is ill; and talk to him 
of the moſque he is building. 
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CHAP. VII. 


ALADIN*s JOURNEY, 


WITH THE ADVANTAGES OP BEING MOUNTED 


ON AN AS$. 


Aravn yielding to the deſire of 
his friends, ſet out with the Monk; 


and traverſing many provinces, made 


himſelf 
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"himſelf acquainted with their Pro- 
ductions and commerce: he atten- 
tively examined the cuſtoms of the 
inhabitants, and conduct of the go- 


vernors. 


The greater number of the latter 
he found vain and indolent, anxious 
to extend their authority, that they 
might abandon the exerciſe of it to 
proxy. Contented with exterior 
greatneſs, they thought all their duty 
fulfilled in giving ſumptuous enter- 
taiments to the chief inhabitants, and 
rapidly running over the different 
towns under their juriſdiction, where. 


they received petitions they never 
+ 03:1 read. 


34 
read. He perceived that the weight 
of authority was ever increaſing, and 
that the loweſt ſecretary was ſome- 
times the centre and chief engine of 
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ſovereign power. 


He particularly remarked the exer- 
cife of Domination. He ſaw ſeve- 
ral governors, whoſe manners at court 
had been ſimple and polite, and whom 
he had thought humane and gentle, 
yet now, when at a diſtance, and in- 
veſted with a little power, were jealous 
to exceſs of the moſt trifling preroga- 
tives; quarrelſome, and full of e 
and ſeverity. : 


« They 
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= They are poor creatures,” ſaid 
the Monk, “ eaſily intoxicated. 
Power is like wine on a weak head, 
enforcing a revolution of character. 
Aladin and the Monk, in the courſe 
of their journey, came to a conſider- 
able fair, frequented by merchants 
from almoſt every quarter; they were 
mounted on Arabian horſes. The 
day was fine, and the country beau- 
tiful : a great concourſe of people on 
foot and horſeback were on the road, 
on whoſe. countenances the Monk 
made various obſervations. His ex- 
perience and accuſtomed penetration 
+ WA were 
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were ſuch, that he ſeldom failed to fix 
on their condition and manners. | 


A man paſfed by them mounted on 
an afs: That man,” ſaid Aladin, 
hughing. will not arrive quite ſo 
ſoon as we.“ 


In continuing their journey, how- 
ever, the travellers remarked, on a 
diſtant hill, the ruins of an ancient 
temple. Aladin, eager for inſtruction, 
propoſed to quit the road a little, 
and examine the building. Their 
curiofity was ſatisfied. Amongſt the 
remains which time had not yet been 
able to moulder, and which ſtill con- 

5 veyed 
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veyed ſome idea of the beauty and 
magnificence of the ancient edifice, 
they found inſcriptions, which the 
Monk, being verſed in various lan- 
guages, explained to his young friend, 
entertaining him at the ſame time with 
the events to which they related. 


With reluctance they quitted this 
place. The ſight of monuments na- 
turally lead to reflection, and pro- 
duce the nobleſt effect on men infla- 
med with the love of glory: it awa- 
kens ſenſibility, by preſenting the idea 
of the numberleſs generations which 
have diſappeared from the earth ſince 

G 4 the 
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the period thoſe edifices were inha- 
bited. 


They had Joſt much time in the 
examination of objects ſo intereſting, 
The ſwift neſs of their horſes, however, 
left them without apprehenſion of arri- 
ving too late to enter the gates. They 
proceeded onward, were not long be- 
fore their attention was arreſted by 
the cries of a man, almoſt expiring, 
who had been attacked by thieves, 
and deſperately wounded. 


Aladin flew to his aſſiſtance, and 
tore his turban, in order to bind up 
has wounds. Informed of his habi- 
ok tation, 


COUSINS OF, SCHIRAS. 89 


tation, the two friends placed him on 
a horſe, and conducted him to a 
neighbouring village. The wounded 
man made an. effort to' thank them. 
« You are more charitable,” {aid he, 
e than one of my neighbours, who has 
juſt paſſed by on a jack aſs : he was 
afraid of laſing his time, and paſſed 


on. 

The travellers, pleaſed with having 
done a humane act, continued their 
journey, and arrived in a wood of 
orange and pomegranate trees, ſnaded 
with palms of luxuriant growth; a 


rivulet meandered through a field 


enamelled with flowers. Urged by 
hunger, 
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hunger, and charmed with the beauty 
of the ſpot, they had their proviſions 
ſpread upon the graſs, and dined in an 
arbour, formed by the hand of na- 
ture, and impenetrable to the rays of 


the fun. 


Aladin and the Monk indulged 
their reflections on the monuments of 
antiquity they had ſeen; the inſcrip- 
tions of which contained the enume- 
ration of the troops of the empire, and 
the different tributes, They had alſo 
learnt from them that the monarch's 
library conſiſted of two hundred thou- 
ſand volumes. 


« How 
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Ho happy ſhould I have been, 
exclaimed Aladin, to have lived in 
ſo enlightened. an age: do you think 
the time will come, when kndwledge 
will be more generally extended, and 
mankind better informed ? 


The Monk ſhook . his head, and 
raiſed his eyes, in token of e N 
bation. | 


Aladin reſumed, to try the force-of 
their genius, the “number of good 
writings would be infinite.“ 


« It is the number of publications,” 
faid the Monk, „and the facility of 


5 writing, 
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writing, which clips the wings of real 
genius. In recalling to my mind the 
number of writers of the time you 
ſpeak, T think I ſee a herd of dwarfs, 
mounted on. the ſhoulders of one 
another, proud of having at laſt 
reached a certain degree of elevation. 
The man who might have had ſtrength 
enough to attain it alone, and at one 
ſpring, will diſdain a glory, of which 
every dwarf may appropriate to him- 
ſelf a ſhare.” 


Aladin was extremely anxious for 
learning and knowledge : the ſtudy of 
morality was pariicularly alluring to 
his quick and penetrating genius. 

Brought 
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Brought to this umportant fubje& by 
the involutions of converſation; could 
you not,” ſaid he to his companion, 
teach me the knowledge of man- 
kind? 

** You might as well aſk me to 
enable you to look back on the road 
by which we have paſſed.“ 


« But is there no general maxim 
that can conduct us aſide from error, 
though inſufficient to lay before us 
immutable trutia ? — men good or 
bad?“ 


Both 
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Both the one and the other, and 
the greateſt part of them neither the 
one nor the other. One of the chief 
ſources of error, is behaving towards 
them as if they were conſtant and 
.conſiſtent : man is ſo changeable a 
being, that we are deceived in think- 
ing he bas not been affected, becauſe 
he is now calm and indifferent. You 
might as well maintain, that becauſe 
the heavens are now calm and ſerene, 
they were ſo an hour ago. We are 
in action, and we judge of beings in 
action; we ſometimes think they have 
changed „when we ourſelves have met 
with viciſſitudes; we are like paſſen- 
gers in a boat, who, as they advance, 

think 
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think that the earth withdraws itſelf; 
we love, hate, and deſpiſe; how is it 
poſſible to judge with preciſion thre? 
the miſts aur different affections pro- 
duce ?” 


But thoſe who are indifferent? 


„Do not judge a jot the better; 
there requires a certain connexion in 
ſentiments and ſituations to enable us 
to appreciate. The perſon who has 
never felt love, can no more judge of 
true love, where it really exiſts, than a 
jealous man who fees it, where it never 

Aladm- 
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Aladin again exclaimed, “ I have 
heard a philoſopher deny friendſhip, 
and my heart revolted at the calum- 
ny: do you not believe in friend- 
ſhip?” 


4] believe in it as I do in beauty 
and genius ; theſe ſupreme advantages 
are ſcarce, but they exiſt. All men 
are not capable of feeling and taſting 
true friendſhip, any more than the ex- 
quiſite ſentiment of good muſic; but 
if we except a few ill- organized beings, 
it has always ſome charms.“ | 


Do you believe, ſaid Aladin, 
that there is a country where men are 


happy?“ 


« There 
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e They are. moſt fo,” replied” the 
Monk, where the:climate is moſt cons 
genial to health, and:their wants moſt 
abundantly ſatisfied. 22 11 


The travellers loved one another; 
their converſation intereſted their un- 
derſtandings; they enjoyed a recipro- 
cation; and the time occupied in the 
pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe ſtole 
away imperceptibly. The ſetting- 
ſun at length reminded them of the 
way they had to go. We will 
ſhorten it,“ ſaid the Monk, ** by 
croſſing the ditch that is before us; 
it will cut off a large ſegment of a 
circle. 15 


vol. 11. H The 
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Ihe horſes refreſhed, leaped lightly 
over, and they found their way ſhor- 
tened a league: notwithſtanding this, 

it was neceſſary for them to advance 

briſkly; thus they arrived at the town 
bout a quarter of an hour before the 


gates were _ 


On entering an inn, they perceived 
in the gate-way the man whom they 
had ſeen riding the als, and who ap- 
peared | to have been arrived ſome 


time. 


I think T ſee your couſin Salem,“ 
cid the Monk. ; 


% What 
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What ſimilarity can there be be- 
.tween.that man and my couſin ?” ſaid 
Aladin. : 


The moſt perfect. Your coufin 
is mounted on an aſs, which con- 
tinually moves on; your horſe is full 
of vigour, but the curioſity of your 
mind creates wants that frequently 
lead you from the path of fortune. 
Your ſenſibility drew you to the re- 
lief of a dying old man; the pleaſure 
of friendſhip and ſweet ſociety made 
you loſe your time in the grove of 
orange: trees, the man on his aſs arri- 
ved before you, and ſo will Salem.“ 


2 Where 


100 "COUSINS OF SCHIR A'S. 


Where, then, is the uſe of a good 
| horſe ?” ſaid Aladin. | 


« Had the Sultan an expreſs to 
ſend,” replied the Monk, your cou- 
ſin's beaſt would remain on the road, 
and you would reach the end of your 
journey before he had got a league, 
but expedition is not always wanted in 


general, Perſeverance is ſufficient. 


& F 5 +4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


THE REVOLT OF GEORGIA, AND 
| EFFECTS OF FRANKNESS.. - 


Bur a few days after the return of 
Aladin, the Sultan received intelli- 
gence of the revolt of the province of 
Georgia. A Molak was at the head. 

H 3 3 
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of the inſurgents: he had flattered 
the people with the promiſe of perfect 
liberty, and a liberation from all 
r 


The Vizier, at the head of an army 
of a hundred thouſand men, marched. 
in perſon againſt. them, and ſignalized 
himſelſ only by his cruelties in the 
courſe of his expedition. 


The inſtigators of the rebellion. 
were condemned to the moſt exquiſite 
tortures, and the people loaded with 

accumulated aſſeſſments. 


. 114 4 bis 


"ance... 
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This event did not in the leaſt ap- 
pear to affect Aladin; but the evil 
ſpirit. who had: beſtowed on him ge- 
nius, talents, and great qualities, knew” 
well the dangers attached to their 
poſſeſſion. 


Amongſt the papers of a lawyer, 
who had been one of the leaders of 
the rebellion, was found a copy of 
Aladin's publication on Republican 
Governments.. The Vizier ſoon com- 
municated this intelligence to the 
Sultan, accompanied with obſerva- 
tions on the danger of writing, and the 
neceſſity of keeping mem in igno- 


= H 4 4 
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% Tue Tabline Alcoran,” ſaid he, 
« has taught us all we need know to- 
make us happy in this world and the 
next. All thoſe: who write muſt be: 
impious, becauſe: they preſume thats 
more is to be learnt than is revealed; . 
to us by the Koran. 

Phis reaſoning made: great impref o 
ſion on the Divan; and the revolt of? 
the Georgians was attributed to Ala- 
din” s writings. He was hated by all. 
thoſe his talents. had eclipſed, and: 
avarice thirſting for his poſſeſſions, 
joined in ſacrificing him at the ſhrine: 
of envy. His death would certainly 
have been reſolved on, had not the: 
3 + H remem- 
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remembrance of his father's {ervices- 
| inclined the Sultan to mercy. His 
ſantence was therefore mitigated to 
confinement in a fortreſs on the fron= 
tiers of the empire, and the term of 
las puniſhment more depended om the 
caprice and intrigue of the court, than 
the judgment of the Vizier, or the 
clemency of his maſter, - 


Aladin was accordingły carried 
thither, loaded with irons. A ſmall 
aperture, admitting only ſome feeble 
rays of light, ſerved to diſcover to the 
miſerable” captive” the horrors of the 
dungeon into which he was thrown: 
Thus did he, for twelve months, atone 
911 for 


— —— — —— Dr 
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to advantage. 
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tot» having given way to the impulſe: 
of an underſtanding that could not 


be confined in the fetters of flaviſh- 


cuſtom... 

The Monk, when he was informed 
of his friend's miſerable ſituation, was 
plunged into the deepeft affliction: 
But experience, that ſcorns deſpair, 
taught him courage; and intent in 
his deſires to ſerve the fettered youth, 
he ſought to introduce himqſelf to men 
in power, and the moſt favoured. 
courtiers, in order to acquire an in- 
tereſt, which in time he might turn. 


He 


He knew that appearing at firſt tos - 


zealous in his behalf, was only laying: 
' himſelf open to ſuſpicion, he there-- 
fore was filent, till other events had, 
as it were, "obliterated Aladin's diſ- 
grace, by ſubſtituting other ſubjects 
of diſcourſe. 


After ſome months aſſiduity at: 
court, he acquired an acquaintance 
with the favourite ſlave of the chief 
Eunuch's miſtreſs. This attendant: 
was paſhonately beloved by: her lady.. 
After having, by trifling preſents, in- 
ſinuated himſelf into her favour, the 
Monk one day offered her a diamond 
of 1 value for her miſtreſs, and 

| another 
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another for herſelf, if through their 
means he could obtain Aladin's: 
liberty. The chief Eunuch fearing 
to give offence to the: Sultan, oppoſed 
a thouſand arguments againſt the 
attempt, for a time ſupporting him- 
ſelf againſt the ſcoffs and inſults of an 
offended and diſcontented miſtreſs. 
He was thwarted, repulſed, and treated 
with contempt. for. a conſiderable 
time; at laſt he was obliged to ſub- 
mit, and employ all his credit in fa 
vour of Aladin. 


He accordingly one day addreſſed 
himſelf to the young ſlave, who had 
much influence: over the Mufti, who, 
8 © 
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by the advice of the Monk, he had 
perſuaded that Aladin was one of the 


moſt zealous votaries of Omar. The 
Mufti was a ſecret partizan of that 
dodrine, and the charms of the ſlave, 
united to his enthuſiaſm for Omar, 


overcame all other conſiderations with 
this head of the church. 


Thus had the Monk employed in 
conjunction, the three moſt powerful 
paſſions which enſlave mankind— 
loue—the ſpirit of party and intereſt.; 
ſlave—Eunuch—prieſt--wives--all had, 
been ſeduced by the Monk, who fol- 
lowed W the impulſe of Mk 
a motive. 


9 
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a motive with him ſuperior to every 


„0 the T. 


Notwithſtanding the united force 
of ſo many incentives, the Monk could 
not Vbtain his unhappy friend's diſ- 
charge. The only benefit he pro- 
cured, was a mitigation of his con- 
finement in poſſeſſing an open room, 
and liberty to range the extent of the 
fortreſs. Without delay he procured 
letters to the governors of the fortreſs, 
thereby to induce him to ſhew greater 
lenity to Aladin. 


A recommendation from the ſe- 
raglio could not fail gaining attention; 
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and the governor, by the natural 
. goodneſs of his heart, was already well 
«diſpoſed towards the unfortunate, 


He was ſenſible of the charms and 
.enjoyments of ſociety. In a ſhort 
time he diſcovered Aladin's merit, 
ſtudying to ſoften his confinement by 
all the means in his power: his haram 
was open to him; he even permitted 
him to live upon familiar terms with 
2 young Egyptian he himſelf tenderly 
loved. 


Zulima returned his love by the 
moſt tender aſſiduities. Her looks 


were . itſelf; her enchanting 
voice 
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voice penetrated to the bottom of his 
| heart; ingeniouſneſs and innocence 
beamed forth in all her actions; ſhe 
appeared to look out with avidity for 
every opportunity of doing good ; her 
lovely eyes were filled with tears at the 


recital of a generous action. 


Aladin ſoon found the danger of 
hing with ſo enchanting a creature. 
He began to feel that where a beauti- 
ful female can command eſteem, it is 
ſeldom unattended with even a com- 
mon degree of love: gratitude was 
ſummoned to guard him againſt her 
alluring charms ; and Zulima often 
reproached him with an indifference 
be | he 
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he little felt. She made advances 
towards him that embarraſſed him, 
though he attributed them ſolely to- 
her playful and innocent diſpoſition. '- 


One night in traverfing a dark paſ- 
ſage, be could perceive at ſome diſ- 
tance from him a woman, whom he 
heaid ſcolding a flave in a rough me- 
nacing voice. By the vielence of her 
expreſſions, ſhe appeared to grow more - 
and more enraged ; at length pro- 
ceeding to blows, Aladin ſtopped, 
« What a difference,” ſaid he, „be- „ 
tween this voice and that of the feel- 
ing Zulima! between the ſoftneſs of 
expreſſion I have been accuſtomed to 

VOL. 1. I hear 
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hear from that amiable Egyptian, and 
the coarſe accents I am now witneſs 
to! He advanced; and, on the 
flave's turning, was inexpreſſibly aſto- 
niſhed at diſcovering Zulima. With- 
out any difficulty or embarraſſment, 
ſhe inſtantly reſumed her uſual ſweet- 
neſs of voice. . 


This quick tranfition, from violent 
paſſion to the moſt perfect and calm, 
and the ſpecimen ſhe had juſt given, 


that the diſpoſition of the organs may 
be varied at pleaſure, threw Aladin 
into the moſt profound meditation; 
doubts alſo aroſe in his mind whether 
Zulima's 
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Zulima's advances were not inten- 
tional. 


The governor oſten diſcourſed with 
Aladin on his miſtreſs. Struck with 
what he had heard, he how liſtened - 
with more calmneſs to his raptures. 
His reſerve did not eſcape his friend, 
and the frankneſs of Aladin's diſpo- 
ſition would not allow him to eonceal 
from him his doubts on the real cha- 
racter of Zulima. 

She was ſoon informed of the com- 
munication he had made; and Aladin 
perceived, by the change in the man · 
nem f all the inhabitants ef the for- | 

12 treſs, 


116 COUSINS OF SCHIRAS.' 
treſs, the extent of Zulima's hatred 
and power. 


Thus had his candour loſt him in 
a few moments the pleaſures of an 
agreeable ſociety, and had nearly de- 
prived him of the attachment of a 
friend, - enſlaved to the will and ca- 
price of his miſtreſs. Others in his 
ſituation would have laughed at her 
power of deception, and taken advan 
tage of it. The governor would have 
been deceived both by his miſtreſs and 
his friend, and all would have re- 
mained in perfect IG - Put” 
Aladin hated deceit. | 


As 


I 7 
4 he indulged his melancholy re- 
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flections, he loſt himſelf in the gover- 
nor's gardens ; and after a long walk, 
found himſelf at an alcove, ſituated 
in the midſt of a thick wood. He 
was going to enter, when he ſaw Zu- 
lima come out, holding the arm of a 
young ſlave, on whom-ſhe laviſhed the 
moſt tender careſſes. She then turn- 
ed up an avenue leading to the caſtle ; 
the ſlave hid himiſelf in a wood; and 
Aladin, confuſed, ſoon regained his 
on apartment. The governor was 
abſent, not being to return till next 
day. At his arrival, he ran to em- 
brace his miſtreſs, and made Aladin | 

| 13 witneſs 
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witneſs of the careſſes with which 
Zulima repaid his affections. 


Aladin's indignation enkindled at 
the ſcene, and he was going to ſpeak 
to him on the ſpot, when he was de- 
fired by him to accompany him to Bis 
own apartment. 


« have forgotten, my dear Ala- 
din,” faid he, * your prejudice againſt 
Zulima, which a moment's reflection 
ought to have deſtroyed, and I wiſh 
you to be the firſt acquainted with 
my happineſs. You know how much 
I love Zulima, and with what ſincerity 
ſhe returns my affection ; I cannot 
bear . 
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bear to ſee a perſon ſo truly eſtimable 
reduced to a ſtate of ſlavery, In three: 


days ſhe ſhall be my wife; I will ele- 


vate her to that rank which her birth 
intitles her to; I ſhall thus repaic the 
injuſtice of fortune, and give her at 
the ſame time a ſtriking proof of my 
love.” 


At theſe words he embraced Ala- 
din; but, in the tranſports of his joy, 
did not take notice of the emotions 
by which his friend was agitated. 
When recvvered. a little, he was ſtruck. 
with the air of conſternation with 
which he reccived. ſo intereſting and, 
confidential a- communication. 


La « You 


* 
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Jou do not love me, then, my 
dear Aladin,“ faid he; „no, I diſ- 
cover, and can interpret your cold- 
neſs. You love Zulima, and are jea- 
lous ; ah! can well conceive it, and 
am far from reproaching you with it; 
your friendſhip, bowever, I hope will 
triumph over a hopeleſs paſſion.“ 


Aladin made a diſcloſure of the 
recent inſtance he had for ſuſpicion. 


% My contempt for Zulima,“ faid 
he, is extreme, and your intereſt 


alone — 


The 


j 
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The governor here interrupted him 


« Alas! my friend,” continued: 
Aladin, why am I forced to deſtroy. ſo. 
fweet an illuſion, and either be re- 


duced to breaking your heart, by diſ- 


cloſing the moſt horrid treachery, or 


be perfidious towards friendſhip.” 
He then related all he had ſeen. 


The governor's indignation had ſeve- 
ral times nearly impeded the recital. 
Aladin went to embrace his friend, 
who repulſed him, thus exclaiming, 
* You alone are the traitor : jealouſy 


leads you to invent a chain of horrid 


falſe- 
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falſehoods, of which you will not find 
me the dupe.” So ſaying, he haſten- 
ed to the apartment of Zulima. 


Aladin, abſorbed in grief, walked: 
quickly into the darkeſt receſſes of the 
grove. * What,” ſaid he, ſhould 1 

| have left my friend in error, when his 

peace, conſequence, and even life it- 
ſelf, perhaps, depended upon it. 
Alas ! I find I ſhould exactly repeat 
th e fame conduct.” 


He had been walking ſome: hours, 
engrofled with. thole melancholy 
thoughts, when. two men ruſhed upon 

bim, and ſtabbed him in ſeveral 


Flace. 


— — — — — — 


COUSINS" or seni as, 129 


places. He was upon the point of 
expiring, bathed in bis blood, when- 
one of the gardeners paſſing * 
for aſſiſtance. 


He was conveyed almoft lifeleſs to 
the caſtle.: his recollection returned, 
and he ſaw near his bed the governor. 
and Zulima, whoſe countenance . was 
the picture of ſorrow. 


« You will, be revenged,” ſaid ſhe;. 
with an air of the warmeſt intereſt, 
te the aſſaſſins cannot eſcape our re- 
ſearches The door by. which they- 
entered was left open, and people are 
now cloſely purſuing them, 


Aladin 


124 COUSINS OF SCHIR AS. 


Aladin was ſo extremely faint and 
exhauſted, that he could not expreſs | 
his indignation. at her hypocriſy, for 
it required even leſs experience than 
his to know whence the ſtroke came. 


He quickly recovered; and ſoon, 
after the preſſing ſolicitations. of the 
Monk, ſupported by well- timed pre- 
ſents, obtained his pardon, and leave 
to return to Schiras, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X 


THE CHARMS OF GALLANTRY. 


 Disvsrep with the world, 
from the injuſtice he had met with, 
Aladin at his return eaſſumed the 
{ſame modes of le he had purſued 
prior to his father's death. The 

5 country 
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country was in peace; he had no op- 
portunity of ſignalizing himſelf; and 
the independence of his diſpoſition 
rendered him very unfit to occupy 
any place at court: he therefore re- 
ſolved to divide his time between ſtudy 
and pleaſure, ſoliciting the Monk to 


come and live with him. 


However great the affection of the ö 
Monk for his young friend, he thought 
it better not to yield: to his ſolicita- 
tions, but promiſed that no day ſhould 
elapſe without his ſeeing him. Ala- 
din's former friends returned in crowds, 
celebrating his generofity, magnifi- 
cence and taſte. It was well known 

2 that 
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that he could refuſe nothing: his good 
friends took advantage of it.; ſeveral of 
them borrowing ſums to a con- 
ſiderable amount. 


In the midft of ' pleaſure, Aladin 
found that there was ftill ſomething 
deficient, and his inability to ſupply 
the vacuum frequently rendered him 
melancholy, Deſire began to fade; 
and he beheld with an eye of indiffer- 
ence all the women of his haram. His 
friends beſtowed upon him their 
praiſes, and the women their careſſes; 
but he felt another ſtile of life requiſite 
to happineſs, without even determin- 
ing on that other in imagination. 


He 
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He one day conſulted the Monk. 
Do you believe me happy ?” ſaid 
he. 3 


40 Less ſo,” replied the other; 40 tim 


r 26 
Pe 


the loweſt of your ſlaves.” F # 
« How can I become ſo2” 


* By continuing as you now are.“ 

*« What contradiction!” exclaimed 
Aladin. Each day will only accu- 
mulate laſfitude ; each day will only 


render me more uahappy.” ?! * 


“Have patience, my dear friend, 


N the Monk; habit will recon- 
cile 
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Eile it to you, and when confirmed by 
cuſtom, yon will not delve a 
4 change.” as 7 5 


Aladin, who nad read ſome roman- 
| des, and had heard women praiſe ſen- 
timent, reſolved to abandon his ha- 
ram, and give himſelf up to ſociety. 
-« cannot find the pleaſures of love,” 
faid be, „ amidſt faves, in whoſe 
power it is to refuſe me nat hing. 
> £22 

He fancied himſelf at leaſt ten times 
in love, and made declarations that 
were quickly accepted ; but he only 
met with women who were exerciſed 
in all the arts of coquetry, but who 

"VOL 1. 1 were, 
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were inſenſible to any real attach- 


ment. He:found others who indul- 


ged themſelves in a variety of amours, 


from the idle vanity of becoming the 


topic of converſation. Many only 


choſe a lover for want of em ployment, 


that they might. have a letter to write 
in | the morning, and. a rendezvouz to 


appoint at night. X heſe women, 
even in a. Tie d tete, ſpoke with equal 
warmth of the intrigues of court, or 
of a new gown; yielded from levity, 
pretended to ſentiment, re-adjuſted 
their dreſs, looked at their watch, and 
flex to public places. 


K 
i 
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e 
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He found that gallantry was'in ge- 
neral reduced to a ſyſtem, that women 
knew before - hand, the day on which 
they were to yield, fixing preciſely 


the hour of their attachment and 


ſeparation: he knew that in the vor- 
tex into which men and women are 
ſo rapidly drawn, there could neither 
be time for reflection or feeling. 


Aladin - quitted. a ſoeiety where ſo 
little variety was to be found in lan- 
guage and opinions. He returned to 
bis haram, where he enjoyed tran- 
quillity and liberty, congratulating 
himſelf upon being no, longer obliged 


to 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF ACTIVITY. | 


- 


An opportunity now offered of 


raiſing Aladin's fortune, had not his 
manner of thinking preyented him 
taking hold on the advantage. The 


Vizier's daughter was unmarried, and 
| | that 


* 


4 
* 
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* 


that miniſter obtained from the Sultan 
the promiſe of an important poſt in 

the military line, for the perſon on 

whom he ſhould beſtow her. 


Aladin's good qualities, his birth, 
and riches, made the Vizier think he 
could not more advantageouſly diſ- 
pole of his daughter; and he accord- 
ingly defired - one of his intimate. 
friends to propoſe it. | 

Aladin, more defirous of glory than 
*advaricement; ſcrupled to obtain by 

marriage this ſuperiority. over his 
rivals. He- would have found him- 
ſelf too much humiliated in owing to 
his 
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lis wife that elevation; he wiſhed 
alone to obtain by his ſervices and 
valour. But a yet more powerful 
reaſon led him to object to this alli- 
ance. The Vizier was odious to the 
whole nation: his riches: being the 
produce f confiſcations unjuſtly de- 
cr&ed, or of the moſt rigorous oppreſ- 
ſions exerciſed upon the people, Aladin 
therefore, when ſolicited to accept 
this marriage, gave way to his natural 
frankneſs, explaining the motives of 
his repugnance, which ſo mortitied- 
the Vizier, that he became his nioſt 
inveterate enemy. 


K 4 5 Salem 


4 
| | | 135 COUSINS OF SCHIRAS.. 
Salem did not follow his example. 
« The greateſt miniſters,” ſaid he, 
* have been cal umniated in their life- 
time: I find nothing proved of all that 
is alledged againſt, the Vizier; and. 
the confidence of the Sultan gives 
every reaſon to believe himgaocent. 
Salem accordingly married the Vizier's 
daughter, attaining ſuperior rank ay. 


employment. 


bs © 
An interval of ten years could not 
have mace more difference in the ad- 
vancement of the two call ins. Sa! em 


was not abſolutely an intrigufng man: 
indecd it is difficult to aſcertaia the 


hats of that expreſſion ; to eſtablith 


g fn 


a . 
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an eſſent ial difference between an in- 
triguing and an active man, who neg- 
lects nothing that can lead to fortune; 
g who pays his court to the Sultan, the 
Sultanas, and miniſters ; keeps well. 
with people in power, and occafionally 
profits q their friendſhip. A perſon 
might thus be active, without poſſeſ- 
ſing the ſpirit of intrigue. Salem: 
never really intended to do any thing 


4 
j 
o 
. 
, 
95 
* 
. 


diſhoneſt, but was always occupied for 
his ow MAatereſt. * 
«a | 134: 
The government of Schiras became 
vacant. This important poſt had been 
promiſed: to Aladin at the time he en- 
joyed ſome little favour with one of 
| 8 the 


* 


„ 
=". 
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the Sultanas ; he had endeavoured to 
ſhew himſelf worthy of it, and had 
ſubmitted to the council a plan of 


fortification which would have ren- 


dered the town impregnable; he had 
proved alſo; by other plans equally 
ingenious and ſeientific, thi i it was 
Poſlible, at a ſmall expence, to render 


Schiras the ts of commerce: to 


have carried his project into execution, 


would have been to.embelliſh, aggran- 

dize, and enrich the city, oY would 

have ſecured it againſt the attacks of. 
an enemy, however formidable. 


Salem firſt heard of the death of the 
_ governor, and immediately repaired.to 
| FL A a palace 
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a palace of the Sultanas, ſituated about 
ſix leagues from: the capital; he pre- 
n ſented himſelf before him at the mo- 
ment of his awaking, _ applied for 
the government. * 
40 1. will conſider my it,” '$ laid the” 
Sultan, gpatyoully. gf py 


Salem perſevered, and obtained a 
ves. This, however, was not ſufficient 


for a man equally prudent and active; 


he preſented a grant to the Sultan, 


brought him a reed and ink, and re- 
queſted him to fign it. The Sultan, 
who had already given his proniſe, 
and diſliked the leaſt appearance of a 
diſ- 


1 COUSINS or SCHIRAY- 


diſcontented countenance, figned it 
immediately: Salem, after having pro- ; 
firated himſelf at his feet, went out. f 
0 

The Grand Vier ed in 
town on buſineſs; Salem returned 
with all poſſible diſpatch, imparted to 
the miniſter the favour he had ob- 
tained, and from! thence repairing to 
the ſecretaryiof! ſtats -requeſted him to 
expedite the patent. s ſoon as it was, 
finiſhed, Salem preſented himſelf to 
the Grand Vizier, and deſired him to 
impreſs it with the great ſeal. The 
next morning at day light, he aſſem- 
bled the Cadis, declared his nomina- 
tion, received their oaths, together 
with 


1 
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with thole of the officers under him; 


from thence he repaired to the palace 


* allotted to the governor, in ſhort, be 5 


that morning found himſelf as firmly 


had been ten ___ in poſſeſſion of it. 


” Vuck a Salem's con- 
duct, and it was well for him that upon 
this occaſion he had e eſe purſued 
it. After baving wit e pre ch eXPe- 

# dition eſtabliſhed himſelf, LT left he 
town to attend thESilthi's levee ; his 


than he exclaimed, « Salem, reſign to 
me the ener, vern! m n 


een 


eſtabliſhed in his government as if he 


* 


by ;% 


_ 
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ſeſſion of ; I ſhall very much diſpleate: 
the Sultaneſs Azima if I do not give it © 
to one of her friends, you. may depend 
upon my — you a rope en 5 
lent?” 
DG. The brevet is expedited,” ſaid 
Salem. 
« But the * ſeal 1 15 not affixed to 
it.“ A 
i The Vizier bas ſealed it.“ 


/ ” 
6 You have not. adminiſtered, the 


oaths.” 33 "2 
Every thing has been done, and I 
have taken poſſeſſion of the palace. 


: 
6” 


I be Sultan could not recover his 
aſtoniſhment at ſo much expedition, 
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and found he muſt leave him in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the government. 


This conduct was quoted as an ex- 
ample of prudence and activity; 
40 Salem, ſaid every body, follows 
well the Perſian proverb, The wine is 
not ſa fe until the cup has reached the 
Hp.” 


His houſhold. was. met with 

; 45 much regularity as a monaſtery; ; 
he eyery day examined the accounts 
'of his, ſtewards ; the moſt trifling de- 

_ tails. had charms for him, but this 
regularity and precifion made him 
appear more the adminiſtrator to, 

75 than 
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than the poſſeſſor of his fortune. 
Salem knew a fortnight before hand 
the turban and dreſs he was to wear; 
his revenues augmented by his ad- 


mirable conduct, and his reputation 
daily increaſed. 


| Salem was never deficient in eti- 

| 4 quette; he had relays1 in town, fo that 

he appeared in all its different quar- 

ters; his name was upon every body's 

Kft, and without @citing an effervient 

degree of popularity. he obtained tlie 

22 good-will of the people Men 

are favourably diſpoſed towards thofe 
who pay them court and attention: 

Salem's vifits indeed were not flat- 


tering 
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tering, yet ſelf-pride can turn any 
thing to its own advantage. 


He was ſoon after choſen to com- 
mand a ſmall army, and ſet off, at- 
tended by fifteen ſecretaries ; two 
mules were loaded merely with his 
geographical plans; the ſmalleſt rivu- 
lets and even trees were delineated- 
upon his charts; fact and minutiæ 
appeared in the eyes of Salem as real 
ſcience; ſtatements of accounts and 
trifing details were particularly plea- 
ſing to him; reaſon and principle 
were far leſs attractive. 


. L. He 
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He was an excellent diſciplinariany 


and perhaps too much inclined, ta 


puniſhment. The exerciſe of ſeve- 


rity ſeemed to him to carry, a. convic- 

tion of his merit, and lenity, which is, 
one of the attributes of real ſuperi- 

ority, was the object of his contempt.. 

The knowledge of mankind, and the. 
art of gaining affection, was unknown 
to Salem; he was ſure of being obli- 
ged, and that the officers and ſoldiers. 
would fulfil their duty with exacti- 
tude ; but that ſource of courage, 
affection for the commander, which. 
i braves all danger for his glory, was not. 
to be found among his troops. 
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He gave ſome proofs of courage 
during the campaign, but his ſucceſſes 
were rather owing to the blunders of 
his enemies than to his ſkill or con- 
duct. His partizans praiſed his ſeve- 
rity; the women made the glorious 
campaign of Salem the continual ſub- 
ject of their panegyrics; he was load- 
ed with new favours by the Sultan, 
and the place of Grand Vizier from 
that time appeared aſſured to him. 


It was not thought poſſible that 
any one elſe would ever pretend to it. 
Some perſons happening to mention 
Aladin were laughed at, As for me. 
ſaid a lady of the firſt conſequence, 

L Es, 


548 COUSINS OF SCHIRA&S.. 


in an ironical and preſumptuous tone, 


«I freely own I have not ſenſe enough 


to comprehend Aladin, but I under- 


ſtand Salem; (and indeed ſhe was 
perfectly right) what he ſays is clear 
and fimple, and truly every thing he- 
{aid was adapted to the meaneſt capa- 


city.” 


| The war had terminated in a ſingle- 
campaign; Aladin wiſhing to take 


advantage of the peace, ſolicited an 


embaſſy, and the Monk conſented to 
accompany him. The latter attached. 
| himſelf more than ever to his young 


friend, whoſe ſenſe and great qualities 
became every day more manifeſt ; 
6 youth 


| 
f 


| 
f 
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youth had attractions for him, and 
watching the lively ſenſations of a 
young man, and the ſentiments of an 

uncontaminated heart, intereſted him, 
and ſeemed to renew the ſpring of his 
life. The Monk ſought to render his 
experience uſeful to Aladin, without 
tiring him with advice. 


Aladin had no father; this place 

was open 1n his heart, and the Monk 

excited in him a ſentiment of filial 
Piety, ſoftened by the charms of equa- 


lity. 


* 
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CHAP. XII | 


ALADIN's EMBASSY. 


Tre Sultan having been ſome - 
time at war with the King of the 
Medes, it was neceſſary to cement the 


Peace by an alliance, offenſive and de- 
fenſive, 


{7 * 
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jenſive, and to unite the intereſt of the 
two countries by a treaty, calculated 
for the mutual encouragement of their 
commerce. Aladin had firſt ſtarted 
the idea of ſuch an alliance, demon- 
ſtrating its advantages; he was ac- 
cordingly named ambaſſador to the 
King of Media, and one of the prin- 
cipal Molaks was appointed his col- 
kague. | 


80 important an appointment be- 
ſtowed on Aladin, might have been 
expected to advance him in the path 
of fortune, but it only augmented the 
number of his enemies, by Siving him 
2 J. 4 i 
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ſo many opportunities of maniteſting; 
his hatred of falſhood and artifice. 


| Ibraham, his colleague, was a zea- 
Tous devotee to all the ſuperſtitious 
practices of the Mahometan religion; 
he was always ſeen in the moſques; 
his puſillanimous ſoul was alternately 
agitated by intereſt and the dread of 
future torments; the dulneſs of his 
genius gave him an appearance of im- 
portance, though he poſſeſſed not the 
leaſt penetration; he hardly under- 
ſtood any thing, until he had acquired 
it by. the moſt intenſe ſtudy ; his ap- 
lication, which was in fact the effect. 
of his inability, Was. . and his” 


long 
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long arguments ſeemed to ariſe from 
laborious reflection; he had but one 
wife, and that indeed was ſufficient 
for ſuch a being. 


Tbraham took care that his charity, 
too veiled in the appearance of myſ- 
tery, ſhould be perfectly well known; 
he by this means'eſtabliſhed an opinion 
of his generoſity and benevalence ; 
the degree of eſtimation enjoyed by ſo 
reſpectable a man, gained him uni- 
verſal attention, and he obtained 
what he wanted of the Viziers, by 
wearying them with importunity. 


Alodia 
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Aladin, who hitherto had no in- 
tereſt in examining Ibraham, had 
enly adopted the general opinion 'of 
his valuable qualities, and thought he 
had an aſſiſtant, whoſe zeal, at all 
events, would be uſeful; he opened 
himſelf entirely to him on the miſſion 
they were to be employed in, and 
upon the means likely to enſure its 
ſucceſs. Ibraham liſtened to him 
with attention, loaded him with 
praiſes, accompanied by the moſt af-' 
fectionate demeanour, whilſt, in fact, 
his aim was ſecretly to appropriate to | 
himſelf all the merit of Aladin's plans, 
and he was privately intriguing with 
the Grand Vizier to ſecure himſelf 
_ excluſive 
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excluſive knowledge of all the ſecret 
articles of the negotiation. 


Theſe manceuvres did not eſcape 
the Monk, who hinted them to Ala- 


din, cauſing him to remark, that there 
was always ſomething ambiguous in 
his converſation, even when he pre- 
tended to be moſt ingenious; his ex- 
preſſions were guarded, ſo as always 
to leave an opening for a different ex- 
planation. 


Aladin perfectly diſcerned the cha- 
racter of the reſpectable Ibraham: he 
diverted himſelf with the Monk on 
the importance of his coadjutor; 

q placed 
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Placed in trifles, he abandoned all the 
minutiæ to him, ſuffering him to fill 
his immenſe port folios with uſeleſs 
memorials, and to indulge himſelf 
before hand an all the pride of repre- 
ſentation. 


Some time after their arrival at the 
court of Medea, Aladin diſcovered 
that Ibraham had held a ſecret con- 

ference with the Grand Vizier, of 
which he made a myſtery; he went 
to him to demand an explanation. 
Ibraham replied with apparent can- 
dour, © That he had ſeen the Vizier 
Sy chance, and that he was that in- 

| Rant 


% 
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ſtant ſetting out to impart the ſub- 
ject of their converſation to him. 


Surpriſe and embarraſſment ſtrongly 
appeared in the countenance of Ibra-- 
ham as he ſpoke this, nor was what he 
ſaid calculated to- annul ſuſpicion, 
which, however, was ſoon after re- 
duced to certainty. 


A courier from the Perſian Vizier” 
brought diſpatches to the embaſſadors, 
and in Aladin's packet was by miſtake- 
a letter of the miniſter to Ibraham; 
the contents proved that he had been 
calumniating Aladin, inſinuating that 
he himſelf did not ſucceed at the 
"ofa | court 
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court of Medea ſolely on his account ; 
in ſhort, that Aladin had — the 


Kedean monarch. 


Ibraham informed of this miſtake, 
was not in the leaſt diſconcerted. 
« The Grand Vizier,” ſaid he, „has 
miſtaken my meaning; I only inform- 
ed him that a man of ſuch ſuperior ge- 
nius as your's, might embarraſs the 
King of Medea and his miniſters, and 
that the Divan were upon their guard 
againſt your abilities. Aladin pre- 
tended ſatisfaction at this excuſe. 


A ſhort time after, the Sultaneſs, 
who entertained an affection for Ala- 
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din, informed him, that by means of 
the ſantons, his colleague was endea- 
vouring to procure himſelf all the cre- 
dit of the ſucceſs with which the ne- 
gotiation had been attended, and to- 
obtain the great golden robe, orna- 
mented with tails of ſable, whilſt Ala- 


din was to have an inferior reward. 


The Sultana, who deteſted hypo- 
crites, and loved men of ſenſe, took 
meaſures that could not fail counter- 
acting the inſiduous ſchemes of Ibra- 
ham; obliged therefore to drop his- 
pretenſions, My dear colleague,” 
ſaid he ane day to Aladin, I have 
reaſon to fear that it is the intention. 

of 
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of the Sultan our maſter to honour me 
with a peculiar diſtinction, but let us 
umte, ſo as to render our treatment 
equal; if any one deſerves diſtinction 
it 15 certainly you, my dear Aladin, 
I have no other merit than following 
your ſteps. He immediately wrote 
a memorial to the Sultan, wherein 
he entreated him not to regard his 
age or dignities, but to grant the ſame 
honours to both. 


Great modefty was apparent in this 
artful piece of eloquence, and he 
made a merit of that moderation to 
which he was neceſſiated. Ibraham 


_ not aca to publiſh his difinte- 
reſtedneſs 
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reſtedneſs through the means of the 
ſantons, and he gained great credit 
for it in the court of Perſia. 


Aladin could not bring himſelf to 
fear ſo inſerior a rival, and contempt 
prevented him taking precautions. 
againſt him; he nevertheleſs faw 
plainly, that a man without any ca- 
pacity, or any power of ſeduction, had 
been upon the point of ſuperceding' 
his claims. to the Sultan's favour. 
His embaſſy taught him one great 
truth, that the capacity even of a 
fool, in promoting his own intereſt, 
was inconceivable. | 


VOL. I. M One 
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One of the articles of the treaty: 
impoſed a duty on certain deſcrip- 
tions of the Medean merchandize, in 
proportion to ſuch taxes as the Medes 
had demanded on Perſian manufac- 
ture, Ibraham violently oppoſed 
the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a duty. 


Aladin was aſtoniſhed that he could 
not make his dull colleague compre- 
hend the neceſſity of the meaſure, 
explaining to him, by every poſſible 


means, that it was the only manner 
by which the trade of the two coun- 
tries could be placed on a fair equa- 
lity, that otherwiſe the treaty muſt be 
partial. 


The 
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The Monk explained the caule of 
Ibrabam's obſtinacy and want of con- 
viction, by informing his friend, that 
for a long time his generous colleague 
had carried on a great trade in the cs 
articles he wiſhed to exempt. 


The two ambaſſadors had now their 
final audience of the king, and took 
their departure from the Medean ter- 
 ritories. Ibraham was loaded with 

the praiſes of the court of Perſia. | 

Aladin, enraged at ſeeing the honors/ 
ability had merited; ſo baſely uſurped; 
could not refrain expoſing the real” 
character of the Molak ; his love of 

M 2 truth 
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truth and contempt of deceit, made 
bim wiſh to expoſe his artifices. At 
this all the Molaks, Santons, and in 
ſhort, every body, {ſeduced by Ibra- 
ham's eſtabliſhed reputation, declared 
violently in his favour: attacking 
Ibraham was attacking virtue itſelf ; 
and whilſt Aladin, from his love of 
truth and reſpect for virtue, tore off the 
maſk of hypocriſy: he was called an 

enemy to goodneſs, and all the zea- 
lous ſervants of the prophet. © No 
one, then, can be fond of riches,” ex- 
claimed Aladin, „who ſeeks to pro- 
hibit falſe coin by expoſing the coun- 
terfeit. 


CHAP. 
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HA. AI. 


ALA DIN RUINED. 


Arann, defirous of thinking and 
reflecting in peace and retirement, and 
having experienced the dangers of 
political diſquiſition, and the enemies 
he had raiſed by his gemus for poetry, 
1 M 3 « Let 
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« Let us,” ſaid he one day, quit 
the circle of vapidity, and let us ſtudy 
- general things, as the only means of 
avoiding endleſs quarrels and invidi- 
ous perſecutions. , TY ; 


He began to write on the extent of 
the human underſtanding, and ſought 
to diſcover whether man was a free 
agent, or invariably cofifineds to; the 
path of nature and paſſion ? theſe 
queſtions, intereſting as they are, ap- 
peared to him new ſubjects of diſ- 
- cuſſion, and he was aſtoniſhed they 
had not already been decided by the 
Santons and Molaks. In a ſhort 
time he produced a treatiſe on the 

: liberty 
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liberty of man, in which he proved, as 
clearly as the moſt able metaphyſicians, 
that man could chooſe betwixt good 


and evil, and that his actions were the 


effects of free adoption, influenced 
only by fitneſs of choice 


This entertaining work was read by 
few, though his partiality for it had 
induced him to diſtribute five hun- 
dred copies, elegantly covered. He 
complained to the Monk of the aver- 
ſion that prevailed to uſeful inſtruc- 
tion; «My dear Aladin,“ ſaid he, 
metaphyſics are to the mind what ex- 
erciſe is to the body; in youth they 
ſerve to unfold, giving inſenſibly 

M 4 ſtrength 
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ſtrength and vigour to the intellectual 
man: it is not for the ſake of dan- 
cing, youth ſhould learn to dance, but 
to give grace and eaſe to the body. 
The queſtions you treat of, though 
they may faſcinate the underſtanding, 
yet, in the diſcuſſion, the truth you 
purſue conſtantly flies before you; 
the free agency of man will ever re- 
main an inexplicable myſtery. A 
great philoſopher has ſaid, that men 
were like gameſters, made to play 
with falſe dice, who, allured by a fa- 
vourite purſuit, were unwilling to diſ- 
cover the impediments to their ſuc- 


ceſs. 
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Aladin thus uniting the occupa- 
ions of the mind to the pleaſures of 
retirement, forgot the injuſtice and 
folly of man, being removed from the 
ſneers and ridicule of courtiers. His 
expences were enormous; the mag- 
nificence of his embaſly had been un- 
paralleled. W hen repreſenting the firſt 
of Sultan's, he thought he could not ap- 
pear with too much ſplendor ; thus his 
fortune was conſiderably diminiſhed, 
and an unforeſeen event overturned it 
entirely, 


He had lent conſiderable ſums of 
money to his friends, who thought of 


nothing leſs than repaying him. One 
of 


* 
7 
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of them, whom he tenderly loved, 
had engaged him to become his bondſ- 
man to a large amount. 1 . 
. 

This perſon was a man of an active 
and enterpriſing genius, and carried 
on an immenſe trade to the Eaſt 
Indies; he ſent out annually a con- 
ſiderable number of ſhips to Serendib; 
his magazines were burnt down, and 
a large fleet of his veſſels wrecked at 
one time in the Indian ſeas; reduced 
to poverty, and unable to acquit his 
engagements, he deſtroyed himſelf in 
a fit of deſpair. A 


Aladin, 
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Aladin, who had taken ſo great an 
intereſt in his friend's concerns, was 
obliged to make good the whole loſs: 
thus the victim to his own benevo- 
lence and friendſhip, this laſt ſtroke 
compleated the ruin of his fortune. 
His women were diſpoſed of, his hor- 
ſes and elephants diſappeared, and 
even his palace and furniture were 
ſold: Aladin's friends, like the gene- 
rality of friends, became cold, and at 5 
laſt ſaw him no more. 


The Monk alone remained firm, 
and ſhewed no emotion at any thing. 
He invited Aladin to live with him. 


Lou are maſter here, exclaimed 
he, 
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he, on entering a ſmall houſe, neat 
and convenient, ſituated 1n a quarter 
of the town diſtant from the court. 
The apartment deftined to his uſe re- 
ſembled a cell, whoſe only elegance 
was its extreme cleanlineſs; the 


Monk's was in a court apart. Ala- - 


din ſaw a young woman, the features 
of whoſe countenance were pleaſingly 
intereſting; ſne was occupied with a 
ſlave in preparations for dinner.— 
« This 1s my friend,” faid the Monk, 
you will ſoon become acquainted.” 
Aladin dined with the Monk and the 
young woman; he was ſurpriſed at 
the neatneſs that reigned at the table. 
The plates were of earthen ware, var 
niſhed 
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niſhed and ſparkling from a diſplay of 

the moſt lively colours; the cloths of 
the fineſt cotton; the diſhes ſimple, 
ſew in number, but of the beſt qua- 
lity. 
The Monk did not attempt to con- 
ſole Aladin, nor did he try to divert 
him by an ill- timed and affected 
gaiety; he converſed with him on 
ſubjects they had been accuſtomed to 
treat of. Aladin could not doubt his 
friendſhip, and was ſtruck with the 
ſerenity which reigned in the counte- 
nance of his friend. 


I74 COUSINS OF SCHIRAS.. 


„My misfortunes,” ſaid he, ſeem 
to be obliterated from my memory by 
the tranquillity of your mind, and my 
heart feels an unknown delight in re- 
ceiving the gifts of friendſhip.” 


e took poſſeſſion of his new habi- 
tation with a ſingle ſlave, who had 
attached himſelf to his fate; for ſome. 
days he felt that tranquillity which 
ſometimes reſults from deſpondency, 
and is only a deceitful calm preceding 
a ſtorm of paſſion and bitter regret. 
One day when he had juſt experienced 
the ingratitude, and even diſdain, of a 
man on whom he had heaped a thou- 


fand favours, he returned home, agi- 
tated 
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tated by the moſt violent tranſport; 
he was in the act of drawing his ſyme- 
ter to put an end to his exiſtence. 


elt is you,” faid Aladin to the 
Monk, who had juſt ſuſpended his 
arm from the fatal ſtroke, © it is you 
who have plunged me into the vortex 
in which I now am; of what uſe was 


your experience to me; you told me 
1 ſhould be happy in continuing to. 
lead the ſame life I did at the time 
ve met; I am now abandoned by my 
friends, they have all refuſed me the; 
ſmalleſt ſuccour. Oh the ungrateful, 

the perfidious!“ 


6 Calm 
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Calm yourſelf, my child, ſaid the 
good old Monk, think only of the 
preſent ; take my purſe, it contains 
five hundred ſequins, do not ſpare 
them, I might be-rich if I choſe it, 
my means are inexhauſtible; my 
friends are the credulity of mankind and 
bove of life; J am come to preſerve 
you from yourſelf ; you were rich at 
an early age ; you have been prodi- 
gal, becauſe your generous ſoul in- 
ſpired you with the inclination to do 
good; in ſhort, becauſe the moſt ar- 
dent taſtes have reigned tyrannically 
over a lively genius: led away by your 
paſſions, inebriated with yourſelf, 
drawn on by your good qualities, what 

| Ry could 
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condi I have done to ſtop you? I left 
you to be enlightened 'by experience, 
4 "to wait till misfortune gave vigour 
to your mind, then loft in apathy 
and ſatiety; it "was neceflary you 
ſhould be burdened with the riches 
which fed your defires ; now you will 
feel intereſt animated with hope; de- 
ſire will embelliſh all your days, and 
your foul will reſume new life.“ 


“ But F am ruined '? 


©, 


« You are miſtaken ; you ere ſo, 
but you are now rich.“ 


8 
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Spare your irony,” replied Ala- 
din. Es | ö 


* 


Lad 
« Tam ſerious, —t6 be ruined 1s to 


be rendered incapable of enjoyment ; 

you have now the freequſe of all your 
faculties; you have within yourſelf a 
ſource 9 happineſs with which you ; 
have hithertgy been unacquainted ; 
you have a ſuſceptible heart, that as. 
yet has ſcarcely experienced any 

thing; you Br ſtill to be acquainted 
with love and friendſhip.” a 8 F 


* 
cs 


* « Filendlep * repeated Aladin, 
do you think me then ungrateful 
towards you? Having ſaid this, he 

embraced 


— 


, 
* 
2 
2 
e - 
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embraced) the worthy Monk with 
tears. 
_« Yours is only regard, my dear 
friend,” replied the old man: regard, 
© nurtured by age, and approved by a 
congenial ſympathy of ſentiment, con-. 
ſtitutes triendlhip ; ; your attachment | 
indeed charms me, ani does you ho- | 
nour,—Let us talk of love; when 
you once really Jove”'— 


# * : 7: 
„What do you mean?“ replied 
Aladin; have I not loved women to 


* 


exceſs? 1 


N 2 Nee 
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« Yes, as youll love * cup; it is 
if wine yes drink out of it engages 
you, and then what do you care for 
the goblet? There will come a time, 
when you will experience real tender- 
neſs ; pleaſure then wall þe nothing to 
you ; ſeparated from the obje& of 
your attachment, the very 100K of t 
woman you really love will give 4 


more delicious ſenſations, more tender 
and lively emotio than in the votup- 
tuous poſſeſſing 7 a hundred ſlaves. 
Lou are here ma ſtate of humiliation, 
and yet are brave ; war is declared in 
India, and men of courage are very 
ſcarce there; my age will not permit 
me to follow you, but do not deprive 
3 * 


ſy. 
N 
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me of the hope of ſeeing you again; 
I have two Page ſequins yet in 
ſtore for you.” , 
How ſhall I ever be able to repay 
them?“ f 
5 ore IR. | 5 
Lou will remit them one day or 
other,” rgplied the Moak, to the firſt 
unfortunate man you find worthy tae 
* of an honeſt one.” 


wi 


, Aladin imuniately inquired after 
92 ſhip, ſettling every thing privately 
with the captain, who was to fail in a 

+ month ; he wiſhed to have gone ſoon- 
E but the veſſel waged repair, and 

| NN 3 could 


* 
A. 
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could not be ready before that period. 
He paſſed his time with his friend; 
their principal amuſement was to tra- 
verſe the different quarters of the capi- 
tal, mixing in the ſociety of merchants, 
and even the lower order of lawyers ; 
upon which occaſions the Monk would 


2 


make him remark, how much educa- 


tion and circumſtances inffuence cha- 
racters. At night they nn to 
ſupper, when they had no other com- 


pany than the young female ; her 
name was KAderly, fenifying in the 
Arabian language, honey of the" heart. 
The Monk was to Kaderly, father, 
brother, friend, lover, and maſter ;- he 
was every thing to this amiable crea- 


= "2 ture, 


4 4 * 
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ture, whom he had brought up, and 
whoſe underſtanding and character he 
had taken delight taform. 9 

doth ' 4 
| Kaderly was more pretty than 
handſome ; her phyſiognomy was at 
once touching and lively, and an un- 
alterable gaiety formed, the ground- 
work of her character, When ſhe 
awoke, a ſerenity beamed in her coun- 
tenance, which never left it during 
the courſe of the day; happineſs 
ſeemed to appear when Kaderly was 
ſeen; tl agitstions of the mind grew 
calm at her approach; ſhe was like a 
;refpeſning Zephyr, which temperates 
the — ray; capable of enjoying 
N 4 every 
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„ 


every thing without regret, envy, or 
deſire, ſhe thought neither of ler- 
day nor the morrow, the preſent was 
every thing ; 1 employ her- 
elf, and was never commanded ; ſhe 
played upon the lute, drew, i broi- 
| dered, but as ſoon as the Monk en- 
tered, the flew from her pencils, her 
needle, or her inſtruments; her ſen- 
ſibility was unaffected, as wepe all her 
actions; ſhe always laughed for her- 
ſelf and never for others, and being 


herſelf amuſed, was ober entertain- « 


ing. Her attachment to the Monk 


was a ſoft and pleaſing habit of un- 
bounded —— Aladin ſome- 

times 
4 


| . *. 
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times joked with him about his little 
Kaderly. _ 


1900 "oy 15 a habit I contracted at 


| an eh a8 ſaid the Monk, < and 
the . — of ſeeing a pretty face 
ſmile upon me, is become neceſſary; ; 
A am no longer ſuſceptikle of the vig- 
lent tranſports of paſſion, but I can 
ſtill feel its ſofteſt emotions. The 
age towards which I am verging, is 
like a winter which ſometimes, tho? 
ſeldom, affords à fine morning, with a 
brilliant fun, which we enjoy with 
more tenacity, as it rarely intervenes. 
The heart and ſenſes muſt be kept in 
animation; brutality alone can wiſh, 
to 
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of my humour, to keep her from laſſi- 
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to * 4 at the expence of life, but 
wiſdom directs, that that Divine 
warmth which, forms the delight of 

youth, and is the principal of er 


ſal life, ſhould be cheriſhed to th e 
Kaderly knows only me, a 


no compariſons ; animated, intereſted 
* : 


with her, I endeavour, by the gaiety 


he greateſt obſtacle Age 


tude. 


meets with towards being belove „is 


not in fact that age, but the pee viſh 
humour and langour of ſoulFat that 


time uſually poſſeſſing a lover.” 


Kaderly purchaſed fruit, and in ſe- 
cret provided wine ; ſhe took care of 


the 
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the MonKk's gowns, kept his money, 
and cauſed neatnels to preſide | in his 


habitation. Is 
mY * * 


** 
I cannot help envying you, ' cried, 


Aladin; 3 © Kaderly procures you 


more pleaſure than I enjoyed in poſ- 
ſefling a haram, containing upwards 
of a hundred women.“ In ſaying theſe 
words, he looked tenderly | on Ka- * 


derly, who laughed. : 
nie * 


« Vou do not know all her talents,” 
replied the Monk; tell us ſome 
ſtory.” 


She 


Bo 


* 1 
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She began immediately to recite 
the loves of Haroun Alraſhchid, and 
the queen Zedobida ; in the midſt 


of the * ſhe ſang ſome verſes 


made upon Zedobida's cotonation, 


and accompanied herſelf upon the 
lute ; 1n the interval ſhe poured out 


- ſome Schiras wine for the two friends: 


Joy itſelf — W at 


their feaſt. 


To Kaderly's entertaining ſtories 
ſucceeded tlie recital of lome adven- 


tures whichhe Monk had encoun- 


| tered, with obſervations on the mo- 


rals and paſſions of man: thus the 
hours flew as mates. of 
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Aladin had never pafled moments 
ſo happy. The Monk was laying 
upon a mat covered with carpet, and, 

the little Kaderly upon another by his 
fide ; ſhe ſometimes kifſed him before 
; Aladin, and exclaimed, & Acknow- 
ledge, Sir, that L have a good papa, 
and he a good daughter. 


— 


* 


This reciprocal tenderneſs genera- 
ted emotions in the mind of Aladin, 
and he experienced a ſpecies of deſire 
that prompted him towards Kaderly; | 
it was not love, but a diſpoſition re- 


lative. 


Returning 


| 2 * 


45 
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Returning early one day in the ab- 
ſence of the Monk, he found his little 
Friend, who exprefled indiocent plea- 


was embroi- 


ſure at his entrance; 
dering an Indian aw. „ This is 
for your good brother,” ſaid ſhe, “ J 
have made him a muſlin turban, he 
will find to morrow when he ariſes.” 


4 4 7 1 

« You are a lovely girl,“ ſaid Ala- 
ain, * and how happy is he to be ſo 
tenderly aue 11 would give two 


* hundred ſequins for a woman like 
g yourſelf. 2 


The heart is not to be purchaſed,” 


replied , « I only coſt him ten 
1 * ſequins, 


2 
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* 


adi which he gave tamy father 
for me; but it is not the Kaderly.of 
to-day he payed for, to him I owe. 
my talents, my underſtanding, nay 
even my heart; he bought a block, 
of which he has formed a ſabvie, is it 
not right be ſhould enjoy bis own 
work ?” ui 

As the ſpoke, the thoughts of the 
Monk's kindneſs ſeemed greatly to 
affech her. Aladin tranſported and 
charmed with her tears, which tender- 
neſs apd gratitude thus cauſed to 
flow, fondly embraced the little Ka- 
derly. The Monk,” ſaid he, can- 
not but. adore ſo amiable a creature, 


and again he preſſed her to his boſom; 
2 ſhe 


1 Ww 
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the returned his carefles with an in- 
genious {ympathy, being 1nconſctous 
of impropriety. When the Monk 
entered, ſhe was therefore not in the 
leaſt embarraſſed, but Adin was 
covered with «confuſion ; they fat 
down to table, and Aladin's diſmay 
viſibly incrgaſed. | 

* 7 

The Monk did not fail to perceive 
it; he darted a penetrating and feel- 
ing look upon his friend, then filling a 
goblet with the our vine of 
Schiras, he preſented it to ns whiſ- 
pering at the fame time, © Kaderly's 
ignorance and your repentance delight 
me; 
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me; innocence reigns in her mind, 
and virtue 1n yours.” 


Aladin's heart, which had never 
been moved, while his ſenſes were 
| ſurfeited with the infipid and eaſy 
poſſeſſion of his ſlaves, now began to 
feel unknown ſenſations; Kaderly 
was the firſt who had ever touched it 
with the moſt delicate delight, and 
diſpoſed it to receive impreſſions of 
tenderneſs and love. 


The Sultan had jiſſued orders for 
public entertainments to be given, to 
celebrate the birth day of a child the 
youngeſt Sultana had added to his 

VOL. 1. O family; 
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family; theſe entertainments were to 
continue eight days. On the firſt 
there was to be a tournament, where 
Turks, Perſians, Chineſe, Tartarians, 
and Indians were to combat with the 
different weapons of their country; 2 
Prize was deſtined to the conqueror. 


The next day plays and dances 
were to be exhibited at the palace; 
upon this occaſion the gallery of the 
palace was to repreſent a fair, where 
the Grandees of the kingdom kept 
ſhops, filled with ſtuffs and trinkets, 
which were diſtributed by lot. 


Aladin 
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Aladin had neither cloths, horſes, 
nor flaves to attend him; unhappy at 
not being able to appear with his uſual 
ſplendour at the tournament, he en- 
deavqmred to borrow from his friends ; 
ſame forbade him their houſes, and 
all denied his requeſt, He was res. 
turning, overwhelmed with aietien 
and indignation. 


What is the matter, my Lord?“ 
ſaid an old ſervant of his, for whom he 
had long ago provided a ſmall em- 
ployment. 


Aladin told him of - the behaviour 
of has friends, 


O 2 * 1 


196 COUSINS OF SCHIRAS. 


„ am ſorry I am not richer,” re- 
plied the old man, but if five hun- 
dred ſequins can be of any uſe to you, 


they are at your ſervice.“ 


IA « That is not enough,” ſaid Ala- 
din, ſurpriſed and penetrated at the 
generous offer; but how can you have 


ſo much to ſpare ?”? 


„ What are called the rich,” ſaid 
he, * are generally involved in all the 
expences of caprice and luxury; but 
thoſe in a lower ſtation habituate 
themſelves to economy and modera- 
tion. I annually accumulated a ſmall 


ſum for unforeſeen accidents, to ſup- 
port 
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port the infirmities of age, or to re- 
lieve the wants of a friend.” 


Aladin thanked him, embraced 
him, and returned home. 


To his aſtoniſhment he found in 
the court-yard eight ſuperb horſes, and 
four ſlaves, magnificently dreſſed; he 
could not believe his eyes, but he ſoon 
believed his heart, which told him it 
was a gift of the Monk's. Oh my 
father!” exclaimed he with tears, and 
embracing him with the power of 
farther utterance. 


When I knew there was to be a 


tournament,” ſaid the Monk, © I 
O 3 fore- 
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foreſaw your regrets, and knew, from 
the character of your friends, what 
would be your diſappointment.” 


Aladin told him of the gratitude 
ef his old attendant. 


Little friends,“ replied the Monk, 
& are thoſe who fender the greateſt 
ſervices. A ſhort recital of my ad- 
ventures will explain to you, my dear 
Aladin, how I am happy enough to 
be able to affiſt you. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP XIV; 


THE MONK's HISTORY. 


I Was born in the kingdom bf Imo- 
rat, and my grandfather was king of 
that country, which joins to the moun- 
tains of Caucalus ; our family is de- 
fcended from the prophet Solomon, 

| O 4 and 
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and my father was nephew to the 
great Avicene. From this wonderful 
man I learnt many ſecrets uſeful to 
humanity. 


NM y father would never take any 
part in public affairs, confining him- 
ſelf wholly to the exerciſe of benevo- 
lence towards his neighbours; he ac- 
commodated diſputes, aſſiſted the in- 
digent, advanced ſums to merchants 
to extend their commerce ; without 
founding hoſpitals, he diſtributed re- 
medies and ſuccour to the ſick in their 
own houfes, avoiding every opportu- 
nity of receiving their thanks. | 


My 
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My father was not contented with 
the mere diſtribution of bounty, which 
is often the effect of a ſenſibility whoſe 
aim is only to get rid of an affecting 
fight; he was prodigal of his own at- 
tendance and advice, never ſuffering 
his generoſity to relax. 


During my infancy, he took pains 
to qualify me with ſtrength and agi- 
lity, avoiding paying attention to my 
underſtanding. © A great genius,” 
fid he, is a torment to the weak 
body it inhabits.” Yet while he ap- 
peared to think only of my perſon, he 
was in fact forming my heart and 

| mind, 
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mind, unaſſiſted by precepts or leſ- 
—O RS 


Every thing going forward about 
me was for my advantage, while 
chance alone ſeemed to have united 


the perſons and objects which gave 


being to my thoughts and ſentiments. 
1 found on the ſteps a poor man, ſuf- 
fering and unhappy ; care was taken 
that the means of relieving him ſhould 


be within my reach. Without ta- 


king notice to me, my father related 


| hiſtories calculated to elevate the ſoul; 


ſometimes I was entruſted with a fe- 
eret, and when guilty of any indiſ- 


eretion, the repreſentation. of ſome 


reſulting. 
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reſulting misfortune was immediately 
preſentect to me, and all this with the 
appearance of mere chance. 


F was never ſuffered to hear ſtories. 
related where vice, though puniſhed 
in the end, was for a long time allowed. 
to wear a ſeducing air; even ſuch. 
temporary ſucceſs impreſſes the mind 
of youth, which is always ready to- 
flatter itfelf with eſcape, where others 
have been {ſwallowed in the vortex. 


J had five or fix companions, the 
fons of ſlaves, but I thought them my 
equals ; they were no leſs miſtaken, 
and made no allowance for my errors : 

among 
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among them was, a Perſian, Indian, 
and Greek ; thus I learnt, without 
labour, their ſeveral languages. Drun- 
ken men were placed in my way, and 
my maſters thence took occaſion to 
remark on the unhappy ate of de- 
gradation to which wine reduces man. 
Perſons were ſhewn to me who had 
become idiots, from having given 
way with exceſs to the pleaſures of 
love; and others, who were deſpiſed 
for having ſubmitted themſelves to be 
blindly governed by women, 


One day a beggar craved charity 
at my father's door ; he made him 


enter, and deſired him to relate his 
| adven- 
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adventures. The beggar ſaid he had 
been rich, but that his paſſion for 
gaming had reduced him to that ex- 
ceſs of miſery which at preſent op- 
preſſed him. 


In a word, I was the diſciple of 
united circumſtances, artfully col- 
lected and judiciouſly applied, which 
had the more effect, becauſe followed 
by no direct precepts ; my education 
was in fact an anticipated experi- 
ence. 


When twelve years of age, I found 
myſelf maſter of four tongues; my 
maſters taught me to make verſes, in 

order 


— — — 4 
— — —— 
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order to accuſtam me to diſcloſe my 
thaughts conciſely ; they likewiſe 
taught me geometry to give preciſion 
to my underſtanding. The ſtudy of 
religion was one of the chief objects of 


my education, and care was taken to 
explain its relation te morality and 
nature: my father convinced that 
weakneſs leads youth into every ex- 


ceſs, took the greateſt pains to give 


energy te my mind, and accuſtamed 


me to aſſume cammand over myſelf; 


he intereſted my pride in this victory. 


He ſometimes gave directions be- 
fare me of preparing an entertainment; 


* friends converſed with me on the 


x pleaſures 
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Pleaſures that awaited us, that my de- 
fires and impatience might be more 
ſtrongly excited. When the day 
came, and the time approached, my 
father pretended that it was needful 
for him to take a journey, and ex- 
preſſed a wiſh that I would accom- 
pany him. I do not inſiſt an it,“ 
faid he, but I ſhall have a better 
opinion of your reſolution, if you 
willingly give up the entertainment 
that has been prepared tor you,” 


Let us go,“ faid I, with tears in 
my eyes, tears that originated in the 
violence I did myſelf, and I was in my 
own opinion a hero: he thus taught 

: me 
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me to ſupport willingly hunger and 
thirſt, | | 


The exerciſes of the body were not 


neglected, ſo that at fifteen years of 
age I could dance, ride on horſeback, 


uſe the bow, lance, or javelin, vault 


and ſwim, At twenty my father one 


day called me in to him, and ſpoke 
theſe words: Your perſon is heal- 


thy and vigorous, your morals pure, 
your heart good, and your mind 


adorned with various accompliſhments, 
my duties towards you are fulfilled, 


and thus ends my authority. I have 


a large fortune, but as I may enjoy it 


for, Oy years to come, prudence 


3 would 
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would direct that I ſhould only make 
you an allowance out of it; but 1 
wiſh to be beloved by you, and that 
intereſt ſhould not ſo corrupt your 
filial affection as to render the prof- 
pect of my death ploaſing to you, (for 
eagerneſs after riches transforms every 
ſentiment, and the deſire after enjoy- 
ment ſtrikes at the very root of gra- 
titude) I refign to you, my ſon, one 
half of my fortune. and free you from 
all dependance upon me : the lan- 
guages you are maſter of are as fo 
many keys, it is left to you to unlock 
the ſanctuary of ſciences ; you have 
agreeable accompliſhments, and are to 
learn to employ them for your own 
VOL. 1. P hap- 
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happineſs. This palace which I have 

purchaſed belongs to you, and here 1s 

a written deed, entitling you to half 
my pofleſſions.” . 


He led me into the palace, the 
apartments were magnificent ; he 
opened a door, through which I per- 
ceived twenty women, elegantly dreſ- 
ſed. Receive me at your own 
houſe,” faid he, * to-day.” | 
A handſome dinner was ſerved up, + 
and at night my father left me with 
' theſe words: You have, my ſon, a 
fine houſe, handſome gardens, beauti- 
ful women, make a proper ule of your 

numerous 
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numerous advantages, and be happy 
if it be poſſible. 


' 


He then opened a door which com- 
municated with his own palace; 
« Ah!” cried I, « my deareſt father,” 
throwing myſelf at his feet, may this 
door never be ſhut.” 1 threw away 


the key and broke the. lock. 


Pleaſed with this proof of confi- 
dence, he embraced me wit tears in 
his eyes, but forbade me to follow 


him. 


I remained at home; the pleaſure 
of being ſree, and the examination of 
What I potletled throuzh my tather's 

P 2 gen.- 
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generoſity, made me ſhed tears. I. 
then entered the women's apartment; 
ſelected one my ſenſes were ardent, 
and the firſt aſpect under which plea- 
ſure offered itſelf, decided my ſenti- 
ments for the reſt of my life, and. 
formed that je ne ſcai quoi, which can 
only be the reſult of firſt impreſſions. 


I had choſen a brown beauty, with 
a good ſhape, dark eyes, and of the 
ſofteſt expreſſion ; and from that time 


to the preſent, women who have poſ- 


ſeſſed this kind of beauty have been 
molt to my taſte. 


At 
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At thoſe words Aladin looked at. 
Kaderly. | 


The next day I aroſe early, and im- 
pelled by my gratitude,. flew to my, 
father: the day paſſed in converſing 
with him and expreſſing my happi-- 
neſs. At my return, I flew to the 
women's apartments; they all had an 
inquiring look and a compoſed air, 
which they endeavoured to render 
natural; their eyes were fixed on me, 
while mine on y ſought the object who 
had enchanted me the day before; 
bad taſted of pleaſure, and began to 
feel happineſs in thinking I ſhould 
fiad mylelf again in the arms of the 

2 woman 
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woman 1 loved. During the day 
which had elapſed, I had often re- 
traced her perfections 1 in my unagina- 


tion, and fighed for the moment, 


when I ſhould be re-united to her. 


J was aſhamed: to ſee her in the 
mid of women who dared to contend 
with her for my heart, and J gave 
orders to my chief Eunuch to beſtow 
on the other nineteen their liberty. 
You may eaſily imagine, that ſhe who 
was the only ornament of my ſeraglio, 
and reigned ſole miſtreſs over my heart, 
did not ren ain a flaye. ** You are 
fler, ſar] I, „even to leave me, if 
you chooſe to do fo,” I c iſmiſſed my 

+. Evucuctks 
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| Eunuchs, that nothing might excite 
the idea of ſlavery in the mind of ad 
miſtreſs. XX 


Six months elapſed with the appa- 
rent duration of a day ; love and filial 
tenderneſs entirely engaged my heat. 
My father's converfation enlarged my 
. underſtanding ; he inſtructed me 
without giving advice, and enlighten- 
ed me by his experience. 


-Diſguſted himſelf with mankind, he 
endeavoured to inſpire me with bene- 
volence towards them. He often 

ſaid, © Age deſtroys my illuſions, and 
detaches me from men; but there 


/ Was 
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Was a time, when I believed in worth, 
virtue, and friendſhip, you will be 
happier than I am, it will always be 
time enough to recall:your errors, and, 
think as 1 ds. Far from inſpiring me 
with diſtruſt, he encouraged me to give 
way, without ſuſpicion, to love and 
friendſhip. © , £ . 


My miſtreſs died, and I was a long 
- +time inconſolable: with a tender re- 
collection of her, I could not think of 
replacing her, but cloſed my heart to 
tenderneſs, and fought after pleaſure 
with a degree of fury. In order to al- 
leviate my ſorrow, I made a firm reſo- 
Aution in future never to attach myſelf 
0 6 whoily 
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wholly to one woman, but inceſſantly 
to vary my pleaſures with different 
objects. 


Thinking of happineſs, I ſaid one 
day to myſelf, « God and the pro- 
phet have promiſed to virtuous men 
a Paradiſe, where celeſtial women ſhall 
intoxicate them with voluptuouſneſs, 
that muſt then be ſupreme happineſs. 
Why not, by enjoying it in this 
world, link time and eternity in the 
ſame chain of pleaſure ?”” 


I recalled my chief Eunuch ; he 
was an intelligent man, whoſe inex- 
hauſtible imagination could infinitely 


vox. 1. Q vary 


- 
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vary pleaſures and entertaingents. 

i opened my treaſure to him, and or- 
dered him to neglect nothing to make 
my days flow happily. He purchaſed: 
an extenſive park adjoining to my 
gardens, that he might give a more- 


enlarged career to. my fancy ;. he cut 


ways, and turned waters ſo as to form 


different rivulets, whoſe borders were 
_ enamelled with flowers. In ſome 


places were the thickeſt arbours, im- 


penetrable to the heat of the ſun; in 


another was placed a Belvidera, com- 
manding the moſt extenſive proſpect; 


different paths, ſhaded. lilachs, and 


ſweet · ſcented ſhrubs environed the 


bill. 


When 
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When he had thus embelliſhed the 
park, he purchaſed a great number of 
the moſt beautiful women he could 
procure ; hunting, walking, and diver- 
ſions, all led to the ſame end, and the 
ſame pleaſures offered themſelves un- 
der a thouſand different forms, quick- 
ened by the molt pleaſing variety. 


